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fHE MIRFIELD MURDERS.

opcoND EXAMINATION OF THE PRISONERS
AT DEWSBURY.

] SATURDAY, May 20k, 1847.
The prisoners Patrick Reid and Michael Mc Cabe,

costody on suspicion of paing concerned in the murders
Mirtield, were this morning placed before the Dewsbury
Bench of Magistrates for further examination, having been

in
al

convesed in the prison van from the Wakefield House of
Correction for that purpose.

The Magistrates present on the bench were Joshua
Ingbam, ¥sq., chalrman j Johp B. Greenwood, Esq.,
John Hague, Esq, W. W, Wickham, Esq., and E. B.
Wheatley, Esq.

Since the inquest on Thursday, the constables have been

rosecuting their inguiries in all directions likely to afford
the least clue to the perpetrators of the dreadful deeds. It
having transpired en Thursday that a party of scissor
grinders had been in the neighbourhood on the day of the.
murder, at one of the houses in the irnmediate vicinity of

-

Wraith’s house, only some ten minutes bufore Patrick Reid
sppeared on the scene, it was deemed necessary to nstitute
s rigid inquiry as to their doings and proceedings on the
day in question. The result of such inquiry is to leave no
doubt that they were not engaged in the work of destruction;
for they can be traced through the entire neighbourhood
following their occupation, down into an advanced part of

the afternoon, 'They were engaged in grinding some knives
st a place a tolerable distance from the scene of the murders

at the time it is presumed they were being enacted. This
is established beyond doubt, for a party for whom the
grinding was being done was present with them, until
driven into the house by & shower of rain j which shower
it is kvown came on about the time that the Wraith’s had
nsually finished their dinner j evidently the time when the
murderous attack was made.

At the examination this day, Mr. Halsall, of Middleton,
near Manchester, appeared for the prisoner Patrick Reid.

The prisoners looked better in appearance than on this
day week. They were not dressed in the clothing they
wore on the day-of the murder; but in some very ragged
and poor apparal, They were quite cool and collected,
particularly Alec Cabe. Some of their friends were in court ;
McCabe’s wife and Reid’s brother among them. The latter

was observed to speak to Reid, but the bench interposed, |

unless the constable heard what passed.

T

The first witness examined was James Allatt.—~I 1ive in the.
Mr. Wraith at’

Town-g«te, Mirfleld: am a glaifer. I saw ,
bis huuse (n Taesaay, the 11th May, from half-past nine till
eleven o’clock, was uoing some werk there. 1 put in for Mr.
Wraithone square of glass, for wh:ch he paid me. I sawin
his hand 1rom 40 to 40 shillings, which he took from his lsft

hanad trowsers pncket. 1 saw also-among 1he »itver four or five
sovereigus, That was the last time I saw Mr. Wraith.

Benni ‘Parker~X am step-gson of the )ate Mr. Wraith. I was
at the'house on Tuesday morning about aine o’clock. the llth
Msay. 1lsaw Dim before My, Aliatt cam? couniing some money
by the window in the parlour ; one piece of money fell ¢own,
which'l faWw was & sovereign. _

Mary Schorah —I live at Robert Town, and am the wife of
‘Eﬁgvard Schorah. Yiive ashou.ekeeper to Chavies Flint, who
golls -pots.
¥nown him about a month vefore this misfortune happened;
be dealt with Charles Flint in the way of trade; he and Chas.
¥lint traded together. Fiint let bim have pots in exchangao for
rags and bones. I remember Wednesday the 12th May, a
fortnight tince last W- dnesday. I saw the prisoner, Mlchael
}Mc¢ Cube, that morning at Charles Flint’s, about ten-o’clock.
Fliat was at home, and left (n sbout v quarter of aun hour after
Flint bad let him have some puts. Did not say wkere he was
g0ing. Saw him ayain at Fiint's near two o'clock in the after-
noeon. He brought-ome pots back and some rags. We huve
the pots yet. I weighed the rags and put themin acorner of
:4he Toom. There were a few other rags there before I put his

there. 1t wus nearly au hour atter Mc Cabe camethat Ilint |

came in; he was waiting for some mouey. Prisoner andl
hud no panicular conversation that day as to anytbing that
had occurred ; he never mencioned anythiug ag - having hap-
pened at Mirfield. 1 was in the ho 1se when I'lint came in.
4 soon #s Flint came in Flint asked me, when Me Crbe was
gresem. if 1 bad heard of the mmder «t Mirflela? I said I

&d not heard of 1. Flint sai.t be had hourd thatJames Wraith,
Mra, Wraith, and the daughter, bad got thelr heads cut onf,
3tc Cabe then sgid *“I've buen to the hounse to-day myself.”
He went to the door, he sgid. and rapped ;s mobaody answered
him ; he rapgmtl aguin, He said he then heard somebody
come across the-.chamber floor, und down the sSteps; he heard
them walk tewnrds the fre-place in the Kitchen, and then a
mun came and opened the door. fle began ra‘tling his pots, and
agked theman if he wanted any thing in the pot line.  He
said, *¢ No, sir,” He asked him ag«iu, when he returned the
same an~wer. I asked Mc Caoe what sort of a inun he wis,
He said ‘¢ e was 1 goodlike maeun—a red-faced man—-and
ceemed to be four or five and twenty yenrs ot age.” He sud
he saw lots < Vlood up n the flyor, and Charley asked him if
he gsaw nothing else. tlesad* No, but he heard groans, very

roans indeed, and then the man looked tho door atter
put hiz pots on hig head. and

wilked forward a bit; that he 100ked buck. and thought what

heavyg
hi vg Theu Mc Cube s.11 hae

8 foolish mun he mus<t be to be rrighteued. He thought Mr.
Wraith had been Killing some fowls, as it wus 50 nearthe feast.
He said he ther went to John Mc Kinnell’s winaow, and asked
1f thay wapted gny pots, ana they said °* No.” Iagsked him
(Mo Cabe} 1f he did not tell Jehn Mce fiinnell about bearing
these grouns, and seeing this-bloud. He sa'd Mr. Wraith way
in the Lz b1t 01 buying & deal of pots of him, and he thought 1f
he set & scandal on his house he would‘not buy any more.
MMc Cabetlen went aw-+y, saying h2 was guing to Schofleld's,
at Hizhitown, to buy roms ilasses. He returued in the course
of avout half an honr, and tvok one dusz#n pint pots, which
he seid -he war going to duliver 4t Chadwick's, the Shoulder of
Mutton pnblic-house. at Mirfield.

Mr, ¥ aTTS, solicitor, here « ntered the Court, and, addressing
the magistrates, suld h» appeared for the prisoner, Me Cabe,
and wistied Me Cauve to Know the fact, dn cace he miglit have
any thiugto communics.¢ to him.

Inanawer 1o a quert-on from Mr. Greenwood, the magistrate,

witness 82id that when Me Cabe came to-Flint's ut two o’clock, |

he woie the sume dress he had on when he went away at ten
in the morning. In an~wer to a question fiom AMr. Watts, she
did not observe any thing ditfersut in Mc Cabe’sdress.

Mr. Greens.dd the distance berween Mr. Wraith's house and
Churley Flint's was aboie a mile andia haif. The pr.soner,
when e came the second time, did not appear tushed or to
heveany wet or washing or sponging of his clothes.

Charles Flinf.—1 live ut Robert Town, and deal in pots. X
Xnowihe neigibourhood of Mirfield; knew where the late Mr.
Wrawth lived : it 1s somewhare about 4 mile and a half from
my hov-e to Mr, Wraith’s. I know Michael Me Cabe. I heard
from a waggoner of the murder Uave knowrn Mc ¢Cabe three
weeks or u 1nonth, s-1nce [ began seltiug h1im pois ; he iives at
High Town, about a mile fiom Robert Town. A forinight
aingo, on Wednesday, thie 12t May, I wus on Mirtleld Moor;
hesra csomething Dad Vappened at Wraith’'s house. I went
homo fit about three o'clock, When I got home I found the
?naone}j, Me Cabe, and my housekeeper. Witness thon guve

n detaii the evidence he had given batore the coroner an i jury
on Tharsdwy Thics fnypge y) DA,
copversstion between thoe prisoner and himself, satd Me Cabe,
In an>wer 1o his observation, 4ad he snd the housekeeper
bhegrd of the murder ? replied, ** Nothing, as sure as there Axs
beena murder, for 1've been at the place and -rappead at the
deor.” Tiis part of witness's evidence was consicered very
imp.ortant, a3 1t did not exuctly agree with that given before
the coropers jury,

Cros-exxmined by Mr. Warys —The prisoner, Mc Cabe, Baid
ke thought they might have been Killing fowls.

My. GRERNWOOD here said it wus necessary that Mr. Watts
should know. if he had not seen the house—~[Mr. Warts Sxiu
he had not]—and had not attend 2d the pravious examination,

1 know the prisoner, Michael Mce Cabe. d ha.ve.

i
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The CHAIRMAN.—Yes, you may speak t0 your wife, but that musat
he in the presence of another parly: but for the purpose of your de-
fence you may speak to your attorney privately. | -

MMc¢ Cube—Thonk you, Sir. o

The prisouners then stood down, and partook of some refreshment
in the dock, They paid much attentlon to the evidence, and con-
ducted thewmselves with the greatest decorum. Their personal ap-
pearancs is perhapsrather prepossessing than otherwiss. ‘

The Court ross about ten mirutes past four o'clock.

I

tharit had been proved that there was no pool of vlood just
bshmd tue kitchen door, the bloot from the body of (he Ser-
vont girl having lowed the other way.

Mr. Richard (reen, superintendent of the Dewsbury poiice.
Was nex: called. A3 we Rave already given his evidence ut two
#Mpara.¢ Inguiries, take.: vetyre the deputy.coroner,. it is un-
necessnt Y 10 repeat 1t i detail Inthis place. Hestated the man-
rerin wh:ch he received in-ormation of the murders, and the
steps e lnd Taken from firse 1o last tn endeavouring to find
o} tiae ol ty pasties. With respect to tha stockings worn by the
P isoner, Mctabe, when t-ken into custody on the evening ot
the murder, hestated 4t ¢h 1y wore we , an:d hig immpression
atibe titne wqes that they huwd been recently washed, ‘The
prisuzer’s shces were bad, buy witness taosughit the stockings

were wet highier up thun they could have boen from wet stives,
thourh it was 4 Wwet d4v. Mr. Green produced d poker, & CHrY-

ing kpite, & silver pint, aspoon, and & napkin, which were
foand in the rouin where tiie dead Yody of Mr. Wit was dis-
covered. All thes.e articles hi:d blood npon them. He also
produced a brass pin witih wnich the curtains of the room were
pinnad tosether at the time of _the'disowery, ‘bat there was
notking particular sbout the pin. ‘The witn-ss theun de ailed
ie conversestion he had witih the two prisoners on their ap-
rehen<ion, and which were proved m evid.nre bafore. the
Deputy ¢ OLOLET, , )
(ross-exatiined by Mr. Wartrs —QOn one of .the stockings
%orp by Me-Cabe, 1»aw a mark about thie size of n fourpenuy
tece, which mark I Buppused 10 be blond. Un the other
goexing [ did not perceive any marks, lg.ve both stockings
10 Mr. West. Iobserved on one of the shoes 4 mirk which my
' i migut be bloud. Id d notsse suvthing of the |

IDyressian Yas
Xind on the olher shove. I gave both shoes to Mr Wes:. hief

E—

hai Both the :boes aud stackings now. e 1s nothere to-day to
Ireduce thear. 1 asked Me Cabe on the evening of the. day on
which e was appreliended—¢ Do you chiouse to say where you
spent tue former part of the morning beiore you went to Mr,
Wragthi's honse. 7 do not think { »a1t anyshing else.to him.
1did ot -1l inn I would use any thing he aid against him.

l

By Mr. Lisgeswoop.—f Knhow the locality abony Mr, \WWraith’s
bogse Th e are no houses whatever butween Mr., Wralth's
bon-e and the Town Gate that Reid would have to pass in goiny
wong 'ue foo tpurh,

Wraile Green, nephow of the deceared Mr, James Wraith,
pes el e tesumony he gave before the Deputy Coroner.

Rosarna Laltis, ¢t Low Green, was next examined -She
A%¢ thie Sawe gvidenice as slie gave before the Corvner on

Ikwrsouy,

The Magistrates then retired fora fsw minutes, and on their re-
itry the Chalrmun asked Mr. Superintendent Green if hie was pre-
rard with any other evidence.

Yz GrEEN.—~No, Sir.
The Citainuan,—Have you any expectation of beivgable to pro-

duee guy o1-er evidence ? 1

Mr. Gregs.—Oh yes, we have, _

The Cuatkmas —In what thwe ? At what future period ?

Me, Gusen,—Perhaps in the coursa of another week or a fortnight.,

}

’_7& havsa freat many inguiries 10 make yet, Sir, 1t will take aloug
e do i1, '
‘fi,r. Greexwoop,~Do you mean inquiries ralating to this mat-
Ar. Greex.—Yes, Sir.
J:ir.h. Havsarn.—~0f course my client's liborty is in the hands of Lhis
TheCramsan ~Cur object is riot more against the prisoners than
1 tem, Qur cbiject 18 thaot if wiey are invocent 1hey may he dis-
rped, aud if thiey are guilty that they may be convicied.
e, BharsaLy then addressed the Beoeb ot sowe length on bahalf
dRiid. Ue gave credit to the Bench for having conducted the ex-
‘Dinalion in & straightforward, fair, and impartial maoner, but le
uhzitad that whatever degree of su:picion attached to the prisoner
Uz Cebe, d:d not attach to Reid,  That a moat cruel and diaholical
Lurder had been commirted was cer tain, but the question was were
<2 prizoners the guilty parties 2 That one mwan could not do it was
<tal, Lut ke (Mr. Hulsall) subwmitted thet aftor all the inquiries
"uich Mr. Green, the very active police officer, bed made in the dis- |
2arde of bis auty, he had not fuund anything to incalpata Reid,
<9 het, in truth, thers was not g scintilly of evidence aguinst him.
3e (Mr. Halskll) would coll the attention of the Beach sspecinlly
“lins ope circumsiance, that it had never been showu thiat the pri+
“bers wmere previously acquainted ; and innsmuch as thers was no
492§ thut 1hey were previously acquainted, he contended that that
W3 struny circumstavce fa favour of his client, Reid. Mr. Hal-
W tiey went on to remark that thers was a strong fesling against
‘L-'.? Pris ners because they happened to be Irishmen, aud safd that
~:bugh ke upp-ared odly for o«e of the priganers, his own impres.
m‘“&etiwt both wese guililess. lis in pression was, that the guilty
Anieshad sel 2o be found. EHe subaiuted to the Bench that they
ﬁ?'ht tozllow the prisoner Reid to go out on bail, 1aking suflicient
u. lor bis a) pearauce at the ¢ melusion of the coroner's inquest,
:‘2‘ ‘Mr. Halsail; conld not complain of the Beuch. He rather
':-'2‘-‘-=ked thsw for their comtesy aud kinduess, aad ths woy iu which
Cdi¢ hud beer conducted ; sud whatever the decision of the Bunch
~ 4% be ha submitted to it.
_;‘1’; WaTts declined to address apy observations to the Bench on
f’{ui of Me Cabe, and in reply to a question from the Chairnan,
*-\tut the prisoner did not wish to say any thing.
:ﬂé CHAIAMAN —~Mr. Green, you wit} pexliaps be ready by Satur-
u:";‘w;w & next with evidencs to enable us to cume to a satisfactory
‘;I‘;“!jf’b y 0T 1u go no further,
\‘: Grees —Well, Sir, I don't know. Paerhaps I may.
'_:"-‘Jlu:::x woob —~We, 83 Magistrates, saay ihi:—thers are cir-
:‘*’3'::-:3 f tuspicion, and I feel mysedf bound to sny thig, sitting
“'- it I care for nothing but one objact, to get at the truth, We
._;'-rfkf-.are 9 —1 don’t care whether they are Euglish or Irish,
l “' T or Protesiants—we hove Lwo of the Queen’s subjects before
M ] et suy we thisk it our duty to dataia those parties
- uy Mr. Green, ut the expiration ol that time, we expect youn
B :‘é very considerably more evidence than yout have at preweut if
- te: Wem,
ECaamiean ito the prisorers)~Then you will be remanded
“P U pexy Satu rday morning, at the same Lour.

|
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ot f—~You will allow me, (Mr, Ingham, to speak to my
8.

|
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