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TRIPLE MURDER.

l-——-n——-@-———

OUSEHOLD RUTHLESSLY
DESTROYED,

A triple murder, which surely eannot be equalled

in England’s *calendnr of crime” for atrocity and brutality,
has just taken place in the village of Mirfield, about five
miles north-enst of Huddersfield.
On the top of this village, overlooking s most beautiful
‘and fertile valley, and near both the Methodist and Baptist
e¢hapels, lived the family who have met the ruthless treat-
ment we have now to narrate.
sabstantial stone building, consisting of two parlours and a
kitchen on the ground floor, and thres bed-rooms on the
" second story. It stood distant from the highway about ;50
yards, fronting some fields, which have a foot-path crossing
through them, distant about 100 yards from the dwelling.
The only road to the houss is from the highway at the back,
up a private road, which terminates in the back yard, and
leads to the door at the west-end of the dwelling, and
from thence to the garden and the front door, 'Thereis no
other dwelling within 150 yards, and the house eannot be
ssen from most other houses in the neighbourhood, particu-
larly its entrance. Though standing in the midst offa very
zumerous aud busy population, it is, nevertheless, one of
the most secluded of spots. We mention these facts, as
otherwise it would hardly be credited that such an awful
$ragedy as we bave to detail, could have taken place at
mid-day, without detection on the instant, or with?ut 50mMe
batter clue to the perpetrators, than is, in this instance,
obtained.
The family inhabiting this dwelliug conaisted of James Wraith, an
old man of 47, Mary, his second wife, whose exact age canuot nt
present bs ascertained, but who must, from appearauces, have bsen

A WHOLE H

gearly %0, and Caroline Ellis, a young svomuan of 20, who lived |

with the old couple as servaut,
James Wraith had, in his earlier years, been steward to Samusl

Brooks, BEaq., J.P., in that neighiboarhood, but of late years he had
retired, ¢ Mving on his means.” Ile possesssd a little properly.
The house he lived in and seven acras of laud attached wera his
owp. Hoe had also severn) sums of money outr at morigage, and one
doy last weekh he was at Wakefield Outwood to draw the rents-of
s0mno cottages thove, of which hie had purchaged thelife interest. He
bad also 1ately s0ld A number of cottoges situate in Mirfield, and the
Probability is that he had in the house a considerable sum of mRoney,

HOST APPALLING TRAGEDY.

Their dwelling was a plain ;

B " e

Witness continued—This is the poker.

board. book-case, and chest of drawera.
left hand one small drawer was ope

drawor. The others werae clozed.
pint, which stoed on the dinner table, was bloody.

a meat pie on-the table,

i gliver tab.@ spoouk on the teble.

and mixed with tho beer that was left in, -

arrival,
YWedith,

77 years of sge.
BBy the Juny:

wWns wide onhan.

cowmae. ‘
man with a basket ot

[ & al calllag who haf?
what it contained.

who the man was.
observe him.
person,

ance of the bodies; his evidence is correct.
the state described when I saw them.

poker was to the fire-place. -| A poker was here produced. It | " CArpTURE OF ANCTHER"OF " THE 'SWPOSEDf%'E?GUILW? :

was & common kitehen poker, about four pounds in weight
and abous twenty-six inches in lenzth, and the polnt was small
with use, It was bent in & curved form ; the head being ra-
?ular. It apneared to have been bant with the force of the blows

nflicted with it in the perpetration of these awful murders.]
8 o1 In the cgrn&ar, -be-
twix Rre- e and the south side of tlie room Stood & cup-
e e lace Observed that on the-
1n, and also the lower loug
Qbserved also that a silver
, There was
partly eaten.. There were also two

knives apd two forks, angd a carving knifa; : 180 one piate, and
ano‘her plate on the fioor under an arm chair, in the far coraer
of the room at the tire place end. There were #180 tivo Gorman
The blood on 1the siiver ping

was wet, anad some blood had mn down the inside of the pint

: The tavle 011?‘1}; waas
also ap'ashed with blood atthe place where the pint stood,
One otP 1o spouns was also spotted with blood. Noticed that
the curtaing of the room ware nearly clused,—being parily
drawn on the rod, and then pinned together about on2
thi.d from the top with 2 common breast pia._ When he had
seen all 1hig he gave an alarm, anad sent for Mr, John Howarth,
a consiable, and for Mr, Parkiuson, & surgeon, Remxined in:
the house until they arrived, whicl would be in about half an
hour afterwards,. All things remained as they were until their
Two keys and & penknife were found on a chuir
which stood behind the parlour deor close by the body of Mr.
The trousers pockets of Mr. Wraith wesre turhed out-
wards, ‘but his waistcoat pockets remained undisturved. Ilad
x@en nou oued go in the direction o! Mr. Wraith’s house that day.:
Satw My, Wraith about balf-pust elevaen in tho forenoon, going |-
in the diraetion of Green's, iz nephew's, He (Mr. Wraith) was

IVas not alone when he made this examination,
but was accomonnnied by Thomas Green, great nephew to the
deceased. Mr. Wraith, Green fo'lowed me throughtha win- |
dow. Thoe oor of the parlour, where the body of Mr, Wraith

lay,
1‘3; Michael Mc. Kabe, the prisoner: What time was it when
I chme to your house yesterday?—I1 cannot Say that you did
YWa3 you not at your dinner, with two women, when a
ots called at your house ?-I remembey
& basket on his head, but did not know |
|

By the Coronen: This was abont one o'clock., Don't know
Was at my dinner, and did not particalany
Could not say that the prisoner wis the suine

Henry James Watkinson, sworn—Am & surgeon at Mirfield.
About ten minntes past two o'clock, yesterday, went to the
house of James \Wraith. Had heard tlle description given by
the last witness Me.Xinnel, of the position and general appoar-
They were-in
‘ Had since 'made a
mioute examination of the bodies, along witn Mr, Bradbury,

PantiEs.—Patrick Reed, an --Irish_mnn, who has the appear-
ance of being a strong-built, activé man, spparently about.
twenty-five years of age, was taken into castody yesterdsy
morning, about four 0’01083', at a lodging-house in Daw-|
green; Dewsbary, by Mr. Richard Green, superintendent of
police at:that place. There are strong evidences of guilt |
against Reed. - Through the active exertions of Mr. Green, |
the supposed guilty parties have been captured almost imme-
diately after the perpotration of the horrid deed. -
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which, to somaeone or two who knaew it, might form an inlucsme

Jor the perpetration of the awfully bloody deads they have commitied.

The old lady also possessed property in her own right, which she
Saspozed of as she pleassd. She toohud various sums out st morigage,
James Wraith was a ramarkably quiet and inofensive man, inter-
fering with po one, but occupyivg himself with locking afler his awn
¢¢bit of land," getting such occaslonnl help in the neighbourhood as

he nee:fed, and liviog in A most plaie and unostentatious manner,
He had no children either by his firat or second wife,

nephews of bis lived, however, in the neighbourhood, on¢ of whom,

if not more, haa children.

His wife had two sons named Parker, one of whom resides at
Riceds and the other nt Mirfield, the latter about a quarter of n mile
sxom 1he residence of his mother and futher-in-law. It appears that )
this son aud the step.father have not been on the best of terms,
diffsrenceshaving arisen from conduct onthe part of the son which the
old mun conld ot but condemn. The occupation of this son is that
of a schoolmaster, but it would rgem that his income from that
apurce has been either too scanty to afford him g living, or inadsquate

fox his habits, as he has for s considerable perlcd had a weekl

atipend from hiy mother, out of her own income. The otherson hits
been in busipes:s but failed, and it ia underatood that he then involved

ihe old Iady to some extent.

Thus the family lived until Wednesday, when their lives fell a
gacrifice either to desp-seated revenge or to detestable cruelty. The .
lnat time any of the family was seen alive wag between eleven and

gwelve o'clock in the foranoon of that day, when the old man wen
Irom his residence to one of his nephews, to order his grand-nephew

whom he was in the habit of employing, to go with him into the land
in the afternoop, on some trifling job of work. At half-past one
©’clock the boy attended at his great-uncle’s residence, but found it
¢losed. After kaocking in vain at the kitchen door, and afler trying
in vain {0 look in at the kitchen window, he went round to the iront
Observ-
ing that blood watv o:zing frow underthe front door upon the doore
atop, he became alarmed, and ran home to tell his mother. She
sounded the alarm further, and an entrance being effected into the

and found beth the windows aud the door ciosed there also.

" tiowse through the kitchen window, a sight prasented itself such as

was hnrdly ever bafore beheld. In the kitchen behind the door, with
hor head nearly close to it, lay the horribly mutilated body of the
young sorvand girl ; hor skull was laid open in ssveral places; her
brains were scattered on the floor; her jaw was smashed, and her
8sath driven out ; her arm was also broken, and, to crown all, lhier

ghroat was cul, and, as may be expected, she was steeped in blood.
In the passage leading from the kitchen into thie parlour and also

2o the front door, lay the body of Mary Wraith; ulso weltering in her

blood ; her skull, too, wag fractured in many places ; theright eye was

diterally smashed out, the very socket itself being destroyed. Her

arm waa algo broken, and her throat cut. A large pool of blood had
flowed from the body, aud had made its way under the front door
down to the second step. . The head of the old lady lay close by the

door, anad hor feat towards the kitchen,
In the right hand parlour (entering from the kitchen), lay the

dead body of the master, James Wraith, His skull was broken ia |

soveral places; the lower jaw was severely fsactured, the right arm
disiocated, and his throat cut from ear £o ear: all the arteries were
@ivided, and his head nearly off, His trousers pockets ware turned
anslde out, and & bloody razor, which was shut,was 1aid on his breast.
On the floor of the same room, but under the window, lay a kitchen
pokier, wbich told its own tnle as to the imstrument with which the
horribie trogedy had beon commitied. Ji was bent with the force
of the blows that had been struck with it. Oa the table stood the
family dinner, parély caten. It consisied of a plain mutton pie and
a little besr. The old man‘s plate had a bone cleanly picked onm it,
and the old lady’s plate had been set in & coraer, with scraps on it
for the cat. A silver pint stood on the table with a small quantity of
beer in it, and the pint was nll besmenrsd with blood, as {f grasped
by the bloody hand that had effected all this murderous work, to
guench » raging thirat. -

In addition to the loss of life of the three persons named above,
hero is to be added that of the mother of the servant girl. It ap-
ypoars that the dreadful news of the davghter's murder was too sud-
denly commuunicated to her parent, which had such an effect upon
her, thas she expired in $wo or three hours after.

THE INQUEST. -
A1 inguest was held on Tharsday at Mr, Mec Kinnell’s, the King's

Thres

another surgeon, and the following 18 the result :—The servant |,
irl, Caroline Ellis, had her throat-eut about three inches in |
ength, from the left to the right side. The arteries were not |,
divided, but the trachea was, ‘Che cut wags quite through the |,
trachea to the vertema, Thera was a serious cut and fracture
on the mouth, the upper lip being cut througn and her ¢
jaw fractured. 1t was likely that the cut was made by
the same jnstrument ag the fracture. There was an inet-
| slon skin deep in the ehin. Tnree of the incigor teeth
were driven out. Had no doubt but that these injuries
to the servant’s mouth were produced by a blow, Saw
tlie teeth; two of themn“weze on the flooy, and one in the
mouth, On the leit temporal bone of the liead thure was &
large wound, extending to the bone, which ig fractured: below
the wound. On the parietal bone thers wus a large wound, | ¢
ot | #0d the bone wus driven in and broken to atumns. “The brain
here protruded, On the oceiput there was & rough ragged £
wound, exiending to the bone, which was also severely frac- |y
tured. Tne lery arm was fractured a little abcve the elbow | 4
joint. This was efiected by & blow, for there ismuch dis- |
colonration and extravasation of blood over the part, Three
of the fingers of the same arm were broken to pieces. 1hey
are mich lacerated, as by & severe blow. 'There wasa mark [ W
and much discolouration on the left side, a8 if cuused by a kick. | &!
Us1 thie lower extremities, on the shin bone, there were three or | W
four holes, as it caused by a kick with nailed shoes; the 8kin ff
were much lacerated, but there was no extravusation of blend. .
Tite body was quite warm when he Hrst gaw i6, and life would
have begon agtinet from half an hour to about three:-quarters:
Wituess next examined the body of Mrs. Wralth, and found
the throat cut on the left side, the wound being four inches in |. .
length; the arteries were divided, and all the soft parts down |-g;
( to the verteb:®. There was & large wound on the 1ight side of |
the irontul bone, about three inches in lengtu, and the bone ai"
was fractured below. The eye was entirely destroyed, being ad
completely driven out. The molar bone w.s8 aldo fractured, ‘
aud the orbit entirely destroyed. The upper jaw of the lett | '
side waa fractured, but there was no exteraal wound, Un the fﬁ
heud the parietal, bones, both right and left, were fractured T
very severely, but no wound over them. On the back part of !

y | the head there was a wound over the occipitnl boue, with | 8t

comminuied fracture beneath., The right fore-urmn was| .
saverely broken, and a contused wound over it, caused by | Biy
a blow from some blunt instrument, Both bones on this | D&
arm were broken, On the left hand two of the smanerF .
lingers were broken, and severely contnsed and lacerated.
1'here was no ring on the ring #nger, bat the finger was 1rac-
tured. On the right ¢ide there was a mark,-as if from a Eick.'| .
On the right thigh there was & round punctured wound, about | £

t | aguarter of an in:h in d;ameter. as 1t done with 1he point of
some blunt instrument. Yhere was & correésponding orifica on | -

» { the clothing that [ saw. The body was quite warm whenIsaw it [ 5
—life being extinct in that case about. the same time as in the | 1
other. On examining the body o¢ James Wraith £ found the | fur
throat.dreadfully cut, extending from ear to ear, aud golng | tiwx
through all the goft parts of the vertebre. On the obin there |- q
was & slight incision about an inch and a quarter in length,

The lower jaw.wa3 dreadfully fractured, with » corresponding I

braise on tue face. On the same gide of the face there was |, 6 ¥
another comminuted fracture—ihree of the incisor teeth were | £101
displaced. On the left side of the frontal bone there was g | §&;

& corresponding comminuted tfracture beneath. On ¢xaming
tion of the upper extremities they showed that on the head o

which had d1s0 pmtli
a liitie avogo ihe

It 13 not at all possible that the inj

violencee must have been used.

quite concluded.
Haoennah Hallas sworn.—~WwWas

pots. Had his potsin & basket on his head. Xle cameup

the uvpernumernsihere wasgreatextravasation asfroma blow,
dislocnted the shoulder. On the leit leg,
nee joint, there were four puunciured.
wounds, about an inch deep, and about a‘quarter of an inch in
diameter, caused by a blunt instrument. The marks on the
shin of the servant girl were not produced by the rame iustru-
ment, but the one on the thigh of Mys, Wraith hnd, most pro-
babiy, bzen £0 produced ; the diffarence in depth avising irom
the degree of force with which the instrument was used, I'rom
the appearance of these wounds on the lower extremities of
| all turee bodies, and from there being no extravasation of
blood, should say that they were inflicted after death, The
injuries on the three bodies are very similar in charscter.
The tractures on the skull, jaw, and other parts of the body
have, in my opinion, been produced by the same instrumment—
a bluont heavy one, and with great force. llepeated blows must
have pbeen given, The contused wounds on the head would also
be caused by the same instrament. The throats have evidently
been cut with a sharp instrnment, drawn from the left to the
right. The fractures and wounds on the.head were, in my
opinion, produced {irst, and the throats cut afterwards,
‘ urles sustained could have
been inflicted by any of the three parties thamselves, but must
have been the work of some other person or persons, and preat

Uriah Bradbury sworn.—1Is a surgeon at Mirfleld, and had
examined the bodies of the three deceased persons yesterday,
along with tha last wiinmess. Had heard his evidence, and quite
concurred with it, excepting that portion relating to the pune-
tured woundsin the thigh of James Wraith, which he did not
gee, having been obliged to leave before the examination was

. , & single woman,'and lived in the
road, about 300 yards above Mr. Wraith's. Saw ¢ Michael,” the
prisoner, yesterday a4 one o'clock, at her own house, hawking |

the
road not in the direction sfrom My, Wraitl’s, but towards that
house. 8Sawv him come up the road. He stayed a few minutes
| at her house, talking to her and to hey mother, If was raining
at the time, and the conversationthat ensued was, asnearlyas.
she could recollect, to the following effect:—~When Le first
came 1n he asked us if we would buy any pots, when he was
told we did not want any, After goma other conversation, he
said, *‘ I will crll at & faw other honses, and then cross gver 1o
Mr, Wraith's, and tiien go home to fetcli some pints and glagses
that have buen ordered of me by Mr Chadwick, of the Sliorlder
of Mutton XInn.,” Theydid not leave him much (he snid), but

large wound, and a comminuted fincture baneath. ‘there weie | he
no wouluds or-fractures on the right side of the face. The 1éft.| ¢)a
parietul bone of the head was fractured comminutely, but no
wounda There was alarge wound on the occipiial bone, with
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Head Inp, Mirfisld, before Mr. Barker, deputy coroner, of Wake-

field, and a highly respectable jury. .
The C{onoxen, safter

offoct :—The cuse they were called together to inquire into,
was one of & .very serious and psinful character. There
could bes no doubt but that & most barbarous and brutal mur-

der had been committed on three persons; -and it was for
themn searchingly to investigate all the circumstances of the
case, with & view to discover whom the cftending party or

parties were. ‘The victims lived togetuer as man and wife gnd

the Jury had answered to theiy
names, and been sworn, addressed them to the following

x5 he had promised him them, he should have them that day,
a8 he would keep his promise. lie then went away up the
ro?d. tlad 110t seen him since then until now. Had seen him
veofore. '

By the Jury.~Had no doubt but what the prizoner was the
man who had called before time, and had Xnown him by the
name of ‘¢ Michael,” for some twelve months.

The prizoner declined &sking the last witnass any questions,
a8 what ghe said, he remarked, was correct,

- Richard Green, superintendent of constabulary, at Dewsbury,
was examined. He didnot appreliend the prisoner, but found
him abaeut five o'clock on Wednesday afternoon, in the custody
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servant, and the witnesses wonld describe the -gitustion in
svhich thay were found somea timie yesterday afternoon, The
znedical witnesses would desoribe the injuries the parties had
severally received, and he believed that they would prove
~that it was totally impossible those ipjuries could have been
intlicted by any of tha three on themselves ;. consequently
there must have been some other hand or hands at work., He
Wul sorry that the bodies bhad been remeved from the
. Po 1:ion in which they were first found ; for it was always well

when there could be no doubt in such cases thatlife was ex-
tinct, to give the Coroner and Jury aa opportunity of judging
from all the facis of the case : and oftentimes the sppearances
ana position of murdered bodles had an importaut offect on

the endgs ot justice. In this case, however, the bodies had been |

strlp. ed. and an exawmination . by medical men had taken
Pplace. Cunre had been exercised to note their appearances and
- Positiuns, consequently the jurywould havetho best evidence
fore them as to thesy mutiers, uextto that of their own see-
ing. The Jury would now go to view the bodies of the three
victims, and he would press on them the necessity of being |

: Iinute in their investigation. .
The Jury then. procecded with the Coroner to the house,

and went very carefally over the frightful and heard-rending |

acene. On their returnto
- dence was adduced. , | . o
- Asa preliminary, however, & person in custody, Michael
- Mc¢ Kabe, was brought into the jury room, an3d was informed
by the Coroner that he wasin custody on suspicion of being
eoncerned in & very serious crime, and &s the gentlemen then
nssembled were maet to investigate into the circumstances he
- wwould read over to hini the names of the jury, that he might
object to any of them if he had any valid objections, and others
| alilfould be substituted, He bad, however, no objcctions to
offor.. ,
Joshua Green was thea called in and sworn, and deposed as
Jollows :—Lived at Mirfleld, and wag 12 years of age; had been

the jury room, the following evli-

of John Howarth ana Mr. Leadbzater, constables. Told him,

vrdered him to strip.. Examined ull his clothing and hisbody,
but found nothing to strepngthen the suspicion hoe had, saving
thie condition of his stockings., The feet of these were very
wet, and one of them had marks of what he thought to be
blood upon it. e took possession of the stockings and now
produced them, '

wore those stocking: bofore Wednezday.”) There are marks
on ole stocking new; but they were fresher yesterday, and
they presented altogether & different -appearances when they
were weat. Onexamining the prigsoner, he could not find any
wound on bis person from which the blood (ashe considered
it) could have come. When he told him that there was blood

tell how that could be; he could not account fords™ Fe lefs
him 1n custody of n.not.'her oificer, but had since, {uken posses-
sion of his shoes. |[The shoes were hers produced, and were
& very old pair, the 8oles completeiy worn ouitt and parted from
the ** wells.,”. One of -the upper leathers liad a large gash cit
init, a8'if to ‘make room for the foot. It was suggested that
blood might-have got on to the stocking foot through the hole,
either from stepping into a pool or othei wise. ,

. cpor - K
Witness continned—Could nof say on which foot the stocking
had been worn; but the shoes were such as the toot nortion of
either stocking wounld have become wet if the prisoner had
stepped where wet was. Saw the prisoner at four o'clock thisg
1 morning and again about eight. Received a communication
from him at those times to the following eftect:; **I wish to
tell yon,"” he observed, ‘* how it was that I was at Mr. Wraith's
house. I am a pot hawker, and have freqguently gone there:
lhe people atthat house &.DBW me well, having frequently
s0ld them pots. Yesterday, somewhere as near as I can think
about one o’clock at noon, [ wentthere to try to sell them gsome
moreg. I went to the back door and found it shut... I knocked,
but no ono answered. I waited alittle while, and listened at

from information he had received he muast search him, and

{ The prisoner here observad that *‘ he never

Y-

on his stockings, hae (Mc, Kabe) remarked that *‘ ke counld-not
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in the habit of working fox My, \Wraith, who wus his grand-
uncle. Worked for him in the flelds. Went to his honse yes-
. torday (Wednosday) about half-past oné o’clock. Had not been

there before that day, put had seen his grand-uncie between

$lie hours of eleven und twelve. He was then at home, whither

ir. Wraith came to feich him t0 his work, At the time named
(half-past one) witne:s weat to Mr. Wraith's house, went to
the kitchien door, and aslhe passed the kKitchen windo w observed
that the shutters were nearly closed. IPound'the kitchen door
elosed and bolted. Called out and rattled at thelstch and
pushed the door, but no one answered. Tried to'look in at the
EKitchen window between the partly closed shutters, but could
- ¥ee nothing tor the sun, which wag shining at the time, Went
forwards to the front door, and saw thatall the blinds were
down, both above and below. By ‘*.blinds” he meaut blinas,
ghutters, and cartains. The shuttexs wero closed 1a the far room
feast end) at the right hand ‘as you eunter the door; saw:blood
sanning {rom underneatn the door, on to the step: outside.
Ran home and told his mother what he had seen. . E {8 mother
went and told Me. Mc. Kinnell, the landlord of the ICing’s Head
Inn, and Mr. Mc. Kinnell, with an elder brother of his (the
witness's) went to the house of Mr, Wraith, 'Witness lived in
a'yard over the rond neartothe King's Head Inn, and ‘,_onlyt ;8
short distance from the house of the deceased. - . .

By the Juny.—Saw nobady about the house when he went;

" 8aw no one go there during the day. The blinds upstairs were:

a0t usually down in the day time. Somsatimes one of them
was down. It was usual for the shutterg_ to be cloged in the fatf

T00M, .
By Michael BIc. Kabe, the prisoner.—Did you goto the back

Boor? Yes. Wasthere any sign or token of blood eutside the

door? No. - ¥
Prisoner.~*‘1 gaw nothing outaide the. door whenI went,

[Ho-was here remindeo by the Coroner that he had better re-

'serve any sgtatement he .might wish .to make until 81l the
evidence affecting him had beea given, when every opportinity

. should ve afforded him. But he cautioned him that ie was not
_yequired to muake any statement unless he chose to do 80, and
what he did say would b2 taken down. At present he must gon-
filue himself to-asking of the witnesses such questions as he
‘might deem it ueedful to put.] .
John Me¢. Kinnell was next sworn,~Am an innkeeper at Mir-
field, and in consequence of what the mother of the last wit-

‘ndss communicated te me,. went to the house of Mr. James

Wraith, about two o'clook in the afternoon. Am not quite
gure ag to 1the time: but it would ba from haif-past ons to two

a'clook.. The brother of the last witness {(Green) was coming:

. from. the .houge when I got nenr it, and there was a Mrs, Heb-
.blewaite:there alsgo. ,
-been murder committod, and I opeuned the Ritchen window as
.the ‘door was fast. The window was not fastened, but was
-@asily. lifted up, * I pushed back the'partly closed window shut-
JLteorgcand got into the house, Saw the servant girl lald on har
back bpehind the door on the Kitcheniloor. Her head was to-
ards the door; her feet towardsthe window.' Her face was
-~ all blood, and blood was all about the head, and awimming on
the floor. Her brains alao protraded through the skull. Did
not .then observe that her throat was cug, but did see that her
skull was fractured. I went on-the passage towards the front
:door, .&nd -there found Mrs. Wraith laid-on the floor wirh her
‘Nead close to the front door, and her feet towards the kitchen.
‘“The general appearance of the body wag'similar to that: of the
‘yonng woman. Her face and head were all blovdy, aud the
glooa- was _ flowing all around and under the front door.. Dia
ot observe at the time that Mra, Wraith had her throat cub.
‘Opsgerved that she had butone shos on. The other was under:
neath her person. Went out of the passage into the parlour,
_-and there saw Mr. Wraith laid on his back’ on the right-hand
pide of the door, and about the middle of that side, where the
- door ta." 'His faet were inclined towards the window. His face
Wwag ‘saturated’ with blood. 'In his lelt hand he. held a small
Ple spotted cotton handkerchief. There was & pool of blood
around and about him. Saw that his throat was most dread-
' fﬁllr.mt- - A-razor was laid across his 'breast; . The 'razor.was
Tt on-and should Know, it again. . [A' razor wa3y here.produced.
¥ WAS 5 chmmon one, in & presaed horn-handle, and bore:the
3?;%&1 J. Wraith on the blade, eaten in- with fluoric actd.
Bood ,‘geﬁg t}}giﬂaae and handle was deeply stained with
. isthe’razor. 1 0t 80 much so.). The witness gontinued-~This
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'{ hood, and he replied ** about three weeks or a month, but that

the door and could hear the trampling of feet on the chiamber
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floor. I knecked a8 second time, nand then heard some one
comingdown stafrs. Itapped at the door a third time, and then
heard some one asit crossing the kitchen floor towards the
fire-place. . Thon & man camo to the door and unlecked and.
opened it.. I asked ‘* doyou wantanything?' He said, ** No,
we don’t want anything.” [The prisoner here observed ¢ Qe
tald, No, Sir, that was:all he said.””] -Witness continued—The
prisoner gaid, *‘ I saw his face. He scemed a tall good-looking
man about.2§ or 28 years of age.” Witness remarked that he.
theu . asked the prisoner how the man was dressed, and he
answered—‘‘ He had a jacket on with fustian sleeves in it.” He
then asked what this man had on his head, hat or ¢ap, and the
prisoner answered ‘‘ I do not know whether he had anything or
nothingon.” He continued to tell me that this man stood.
with the door in his hand a-jar about.three inches for about
three minutes. He suw a desl of blood on the flcar, and felt
alarmed, and was afraid he was going to'knock his head off,
-He then went .away up & cloge to Mc Xinnel's, a public-house
near, and asked there it they wanted any pots. ‘I'hey seemed
to be at dinner and said they did not want any. From there lie
wentto alittle houge about3buyardsoil, and received some rags.
[risonerremarked, *‘ which I had left in the morning.”] Wit-
uess continuad—Yes, the prisoner said go then.,” He continued-

—

‘men beinfi.:.gr‘eaq rogues. I'rom there, he said, he went to.
Charley I'lint’s, in Robert Town, who told him that something -
very ‘serious bhad eoccurred at Mirticld. ‘e said he had been
there and . had_seen something. He (witness) then- askea
him (prisoner) how long it 'was between his being .at Wraith's,
uncil higbeing at Flint's, and he answsered, ¢‘heshoaght about .
an hour.”
no ona before thet what you had seen ?” when he-answered,
 No, I did not want toeXpose the house.” (Prisoner here
observed, *“Isaid that I had twenty different notionsin my.

head, such as that they might be killing fowls.””] Witness— |

Yes, prisoner said ° they might be Xkilling fowls for Mirfleld
feast, 21though I heard very sarious groaning in the house at the
time, and I thought that the strangd man thut .qpened the door.
was waiting of the Mrs. who might be poorly. Witness then
asked the prisoner-how long helbadlived in this'neighbour-

he lhad . lived ten years in Huddersfield before his coming
there.” . .. . o - T I
" Thig witess produced the poker with which the fatal blows
were in all.probability struek—the bloody silver pint—ilg
bleody silver table spoon, a table knife covered with blood; a-
napkin and a table eloth, also marked with blood. ..
" The prisoner had no question t6 ask this witness.
~John Howarth, constable, corroborated tiie evidence given by
Superintendent Green.. He algo proaucea therazor found on’
the deceased man's breast, two keys and a penknife found
near his body. Aleo a second razor in a cage which would hold
both.  -‘Lhe razors were fellows, and were both marked with J.
Wraith's name. - The second razor was fouund in the small open
drawer of the chest in the parlour. The case was open, with
the top lying beside it in the drawer; neither the cage nov the-
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| tied, bore marks of a red discolouration, as if from .recently

You outexthe room.-.The head ofthe 'deed. -~ =~ =~ ° " o 0

second razor was marXed with blood. Oune of the keys pro-
duced opens the drawer in which the second razer wag found,
He also produced a half soveresign whioh he bad found in the.
left 'h&ué’ pocket of the deceased James Wraith., The: pocket
was partly torn out., . N Y

“fhere were no other witnesses roadyto be produced, and the
Coroner, with the' medical men, attentively: examined' the
shoes of the prisoner, which on one of the'*‘1abs,” and on the:
upper leather against which the ‘* tab” laid when the shoe was.

—

applied fluid.-~The rest of the ‘‘ tab’ 'was worn white, and it
appeared:as if the other portion had been fully ag much womn,

but recently stalned r»ed.

to tell me that all they tatked of at this housa was .about Irish- F
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'The CoroNER, after thiy examingtion, adjourned the inquest
to Thuraday, May 27th, observing that he shonld eange both the
marked stocking and the marked thos to be placed 'in' the:
hands of Mr. West, chemist, of Leeds, -with a viow. to ascer-

| taln whether the stains were those of blood or not; and he also

enjoined on.the constabulary to. use eyvery exertion fo get at
the bottom of this most mysterious and brutal business, which
Superintendent Green in the names of his feilow-constables
promised:should. be done, and as the proceedings will be con-.
ducted by this able and vigllant. officer,-it is hoped a clue will
be found to detect the miscreants yho gommitted the dreadiinl
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