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THE MIRFIELD MURDERA.

This day, in all human probability, will eloss the scene
of life on him who has confessed to the perpetration of that triple
murder which, in the month of May lnst, filled all minds with
horror, rnd not a few with alarm ; and which, from itg committal to
the present time, has beena aubject of almost aniversal interest. A
few remarks, therefore, on tha whole case, and especially on the

irials and conviction of the murderer, will not be inappropriate. We

hiave no desire to feed that morbid appetite which seeks up and
devours with avidity every horror connected with such a monstrous
atrocity ; on the contrary, ag journalistd, we reprobate such & spirit
and such & practice. Bul there i3 about thizs awfal affuir, and
egpecially in thie manner in which justice hag been brought hotme to
the actual perpetrator, a great lesson ;which frall huwanity will do

woll to note and learn.

tife we are in doeath ! The universal experience of mankind teaches
‘his hourly ; but there are occasions that bring the truth home to our
henrts with irresistible forcs, Buch an occasion was the one respect-
ing which we write. On the 12th of last May the 1{ttle family of the
Wraithis, wih its apparently faw nud simple cares and wants, arose

partaking of its frugal meal, death, dealt by the murderer’s hand,
and in the most ruthiless and horrible form, overtook the whole!
Not a soul wag left to tell the tale. At noou-day, in the midat of &
Reattered but teeming population, both old age and youth perished
—being literally hacked in pieces In the hitherto safe and peaceable
home. That some demon in human form had been at work was at
once evident: but the difficulty was to find out who. At length
{nvestigation turned up a clue; by following the at first but slender
thread, n stronger cord of evidenca was found ; and by atill following
this up, a conviction was obtained, which has since been perfactly
justified a9 far 08 regards onc of the convicts, by his own clear

| and ample confession.

Trom the very natnre of the case, the evidence to eonvict {in the
abgence of coufession), could but he circumstantial,. The human
ayes that had scen, were closed in death ; the ears that had hear.!,

iwera past the power of hearing more ; the tongues thabt could

have lald, were rendered silent by the death-dealer to ensure his
own safety., Kvery fact connected with the horrible atrocity showed
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) own improbable story of what he gaw and henrd attihe house

' the brown coat, no other evidence has yet been adduced se-

a gerieg of crimez which rendered their lives & forfait to

{

offended Janw. And liere the chain of cirenmasatantial evidenca

vwcion betiveen dM‘Cabe and teid, there ia nothing to im -
g(lail};]t:i}.iithe former in these transactions but the improbable
story that he told ¢ we say dmprobable, not impossible. 1t 18 pos-
sible for M'Cabe to have acted in the manner he states; sup-
poesing him to be entirely innocent ofall pre goncerted arrange-

ment,

approached the house of the \Wraiths some 20 minutes after
Reid had passed the same point. That time wounld sufiice for
all to be done in the house thet was done. And, 1f the story
of M‘Cabe that the shutters of the kitchen window were closed
be true—a fact which, asg the sun was shining on the window,
he could see a3 e appronched —it is probable that the muain of
it was over before he got there. Arriving thus, hearing and
seeing alf that le deiails, was there anything in what he saw
and heard to induco the suspicion that murder had been com-
wiitted ? T4 was mid-day—the party in the house after a tirne
answered the door, whiclh lie would do for his own safety, and
would probably not have hesitated to ndd another murder to
his list if he had secn danger to himself 1 the vi:itant,—anq,
though the siglits and sounds were uousuil, still wag there

that the perpetrator had caleulated—had caved for his own lifs,
while so profusely reckless of others. He went armed with a for-
midable weapon ; went at noon-day, wben interruption was least to
be apprehended, and whan the contemplated victims were all hut
cartuin to be nt homs, and attention engaged. ke made short but

| certnin work of it ; dealt blows that would have put a dosen people

to death: and then, ¢¢to make assurance doubly sure," uted a
sliarp cutting instrament so as to rendar apprehaended recovery per-
fectly impossible. Andin escaping from the awful ecene {igelf, even
caleulation is observable, The windows that looked on to the
bloody work were closed ; the door was locked ; the weapon that
had bean taken to the house was removed, and only those laft
that might hnve been used by the inmates themselves had any one of
them bean the murderer of the other two, and self-murderer at Iast.
ANl this shows calculation—shows precaution for the individual

"{ safety of the calculator; and it randered detection very difficult, In-

deed, had the calculation been equvi nll through to the end ; had
the same power of colculation been exerted when that fatal weapon
wag thrown into the well on the premises, ag ig observable in the
former acts of the tragedy, detsction would have been all but jm-
possible, But THERE the calculation failed, The very desire to
remove out of sight the evidence that would ennvict, led the mur-
derer to place it where it was alniost certain to be sought for! The

fenr of being observed leaving the premige3, and of belng appre-
hended with the bloody weapon §n hia pessession, led him to cost it
into the very spot that of all others was almost certain to be

aearched.
And thus did t/iis murder ¢ speak with moet miractlous organ ;"

thus was the main link of that chain of cireumstantial svidence
found, that in thie end led to the conviction of the actusl! per-

petrator, whosa life this day, In all probubility, pays the forfelt,
But Lo partles have been convicted, fivo parties on that circum-

stantial evidence have been prouounced by a jury, sworn ¢¢ well and
truly t.o'try," to be auin Ty ; Live, in congequence of that verdict, lay
under sautence of death, though one is for & tie respited, to enable
certain inqniries to be made which it I8 expacted by some will
eatablish his innocence. Al this is true: and that truth reads to us
a most serions lesson. It tellsus to beware how we substitule seeling
for evidence, especially when human life is at stake. It tellsus
that we ought to examine well nll mere circumstantinl evidence, and

gee that 1o one point contradicts another ; aud that the whoele points

to the accused, and to them alone, ag the guilty parties. It lias been
said that circumstontinl evidence is the best kind of evidence, when
it is clenr and conclusive : but then to warrnnt o verdict of *¢ guilty*
it must be clear and conclusive—entirely free frum doudt.

A mere feoling of vengeance in thege mattars ought notto be
geatified, It is mot wengeance but Jusrick that hias to be satisfed,
T'hera is, we fear, little justice in those unreflecting observations
Lhat are, unfortunately, indulged in on every hand in references to
Michael M‘Cabe’s ense, *¢ that he certainly ought to be executed ;"
¢ ghat he must be as guilty as the other''—and many even worde than

thesa, It is n wild unreasoning spirit of revenge that prompts
anch talk, If M<‘Cabe be really ¢ guilty” he ought assuradly to
suffer the conseguences ; butif he be innocent ¢4 of all art or part in
the erime,’ his execution would be as much a nurder as were the

danths of the poor uncffending victims themselves,

The man who avows that his own arm alone dealt the deadly blows
—that his own hand nlone wag soncerned in the work of death; thig
mnan declaras ibat MeCabe is entirely innocent, What reason huve
we to doubt the trauth of that statement? What rmotive can we
suppose ILieid to have to save M'Cabe? Itcan have no effect in
prolonging his own life. That life he does not owe to dM*‘Caba, If
e TRUTH (according to Reid's own confession) would have con-
victed 1eid in July last, M¢‘Cabe would have convicied him. Iie
wuag put into the box against Reid. IXe deposed to previcely such
facts regpecting Reid as the lakter has confessed to. Then why
should Reid wish to shield rim from harm? Whers can a inotive
be predicated ? It is impoessible o imagine one. Then why should we
ba inclined to disbeliave it, when that confession harmonizas with
M'Cabe’s own story—and wlen no parl of the evidence on which we
can rely contradicls it ¢ 'The fact is, that M‘Cabe hias brought a

strong feeling of suspicion on himself, by his slrange attampts Lo
explain away whiat he snw and heard when he was atthe door of
Wraith'’s houss, and to nssign & reason why he did not speak of
thoge sounds nud 8ights until he heard that murder had heen done,
Thisg it is that has placed BI‘Cabe in such extremeo jeopardy ; but
oven thia is reconcileable with the iden of his innocence.

'Chig potion is no new one with the writer of these remarks, He
has had full opportunitieg of judging, Ile was on the grouud at the
very flirst inquiry—sawtheawful sights before any thing but the bodies
had been moved—heard M¢Cabs make 1 statement—heard all the
svidencs ndduced at the three sittings of the inquest—attended all ths
Dawsbury examinations, excepting onc—and sat throughout the
whole of the first {rial. ITe hayg thus seen the case slowly develope
itself, nud knew during the progress of inquiry the pinching points,
On the 12th of Juue, after that examination at Dewabury, at sehich
the soldering iron was fitst brought home to the conviet Reid, the
following observaliong on the case ns it stood were made in the
first edition of the Alercwry, but were then removed partly for

wont of room, and partly from a doubt as to the propriety of discuss-
{ng in the presa the guilt or innocence of parties yetl lobelried. We
reprint them now, ns showing that the Afcrenry then toolk the correct
view of the cuse, a3 facts hava since proved, and a3 also supplying a
reasonable answer to that unreasoning thirst for vengeance which
we hoth deplore and condemn,

In the first edition of tha Alercury of June 13th, the following
appenred ;—

““It will be seen by a report of the examination of the
{wo prisoners, Michael M-Cabe and Patrick RReid, before the
Dowsbury benceh of Mapgistratez, on Baturday last, that evi-
dence of & very scrious nature has been adduced against the
Intter prisoner; for it brings the dreaadful crime with which
he ig charged more closely home than is consistent with his
own safety.

‘“ With respeet to M‘Cabe, the ‘case’ hag not adyanced.
The strongest evidence against him is that furnighed by his

of the Wraith's, at the verytime the murders were either
being comnitted, or were but jast over. ‘The marks found on
his old slhioe and on his stocking, and which were at first

signs of blood havingbeen manifested when chemical tesis were
applied. 1tis true that on his coat (the old brown one) a exigle
speck of blood has been found ; but thls wag n mere speck on
the sleeve, and if the fact related by the prisoner to acconnt
for the spots of blood snid to have been tound on his basket
be correct, it would go to account for the small single spot on
thie sleeve of his coat.

‘“ Ilis story, which is one easy of corroboration or of contra-
diction, was tothe effoct that on Iriday (or tha I'riday week
before tlie murdera were committed), he bought two sheep's
heads and two shuep's earts of & butcher in Ca:tlegate, Hhl-
dersficld, and that he earried them home to Hightown in the
basket on his head. If thig be true, and 1ts truth «an oasily

ad with the getting up of his defenca; if it be trae that ha did
go purchnase suich articles, and carry them for so many miles
above his person, the wonder is, not that his bns}cet should be
alightly smeared with blood, and a 8ingle ‘ drop’ or rpeck on
the sleeve of his coat, but rather that more 13 not found in
both places With the exception ot this ‘single speck’ on

riousiy affocting M‘Cabe, _ .
“ Tt'hing not yet been shown that he and the prigoner Reid

waraintimate witheach othor—likely to act in concert together,
It as not, a8 yet, bean shown that tliey ever were acquainted
with each other; nay, they have not yet been shown to have
everspoken to each other; and still, to establish the fact that
thay ware connected tozether in cormmitting a series of the
most barbarons aund atrocious murders ever recorded, such a
praof of intimagy is indispeusable, when the whole evidenco
i» circumstantial, snd all direct proof ig absent, It i plain
that the murders wera premeditated, Let the perpetrator or
perpetrators be wliom they muy, it i3 clear that caleulation
beforehnnd had been mude. The time chosen for the deadly
work alone shows this; aud itls also {nferable from the mode
of attnck, and from the proparation made for such Attack,
Al this shows premeditation, arrangement, cold-blooded cal-
culation, If {iwo were concernedin it, they must have arranged
beforehand—they must have talked together—ooncocted to-
gothoer—approaclied the grousd 8o &8 to be reﬂdr far thelr work
together; and then each to act hkis part—either that both
should be engaged in direct acts of murder—or that one should
keep watch outside, until the other did the butchery inside,
Bat then this concoction and arrangement must have sprung
out of close (ntimacy. The parties 8o arranging must not have
been merely acquiainted—censuatly seeing”eich other, and
merely accosting or speaking when meeting. A man con-
tamplating o murder is not apt to speak of it, and divulge his
actual intentions to a mere easnal acquaintance. Hisrevenge-
ful feeling—where his dark deeds are prompted by that looge |
passion—may 8o far get the better of his jodgment, as to lead
him to utter threats and dark inuendos agrinst his contem.
plated vietim ; but the most nnguarded will not publish before-
lhand his actual intention and his plan of operation to one
wliom he sees ounly occasionally, and to whom he 1s only on
speaking terms. Two persons concocting a murder mast pos-
sess guch & knowledge of each other as to make them morally
certain that they ean confide in each other'. Liach one knows
thiat he is entrusting higlife into the other’s keeping; sand no
man willdo this without he hina some grounds for believing
that he can do 8o safely. Such a belief does not spring up
gpontaneounaly. Long assoeiation, close intimacy, :md‘ some
test of confidence is gonerally requived, ere we can find men
disposed to trust weighty gecrets into each other's posses:ion.
AS yet we sec not even s common acqueintanceship between
Michael M'Cabe and Latrick lteid, to say notliing of that inti.
mate friendsiiip so necessary to beget so confiding & confidence
in ench other, a8 would lead them to concoct and perpetrate

is deficient in & greut connecting link, L.
«t In the absence, then, of evidence to show this intimate

¢ Trom tlie evidence of the Lockwoods, it is certain that he

t
]

anything in them glone to raise the idea thut murder was
| B

to give an alarm, or at least t» have mentioned it at the first
hounse hie came at; and it.is the neglect of this that renders his
story so improbable, But who is it that pronounces this gtory

otnz on ? i
‘1t i3 true that what M¢Cabe saw ought to have induced him

Mow truly too it has been gaid by Igrael's poet—¢¢ In the midst of

to prosecute its wonted round of life: at noon, while in the nct of

thought to be blood, have failed to bo proofg against him,—no |

be ascertained, and probably will be by those who are entrust- |
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Englishman would have been sure 1o have spoken out his feel- | inouffictent as its Iimited opportunities may be. We not only be-

ings and his fears * that all Was not right,’ at the first OppOr- | 1eya this to bethe proper course of an advocate, but to be the prac-
tunity. Butare wo perfectly justifled in judsing an Irishmen tice and rule of rofgssiltjmnl conduct with all hon’ournbla men pIt ;
by the English standard? It would hardly be fair. Thare are p . I8

many things in which an Bnglishman would saet with energy | because we know that the doctrines and conduct of Mr. Ssymour

and speak out, where an Irishman would hesitate and be | will be revolting to as many within ps without the profesaion, that

d . and a aro otherswheure an Irishman would be far . )
;;:,;?Llybr;.-ﬁgndthg:e the Englishman could make up his miud to | 7@ should be glad to see them publicly disavowed.

move! Adopting the hypothesis that M‘Cabe’s story is the
corract version of avery foolish wman's sfoolish act, how con-
sigtent with that story sil his subsequent condact becomes, 1ie
goes to n dwelling within a few hinndred yards of the house of
the murder, and sitd down, and coolly smokes his pipa! Would
he have done so, had his hands been reeking with the blood of
hig three vietims? Would lie not have wishad to be off the
ground as fast 48 he could, for fear the discovery of the murder
might be made while he wason the spot ? If he could avct thus,
aftor being engaged 1n Silcll & munner, he had nerves like iron,
and such rare command over his teelings, ag but very few, if
any, men possess. From Mirtield he goes to Charles Flint's, at
Robert-town ;: ho there betrays no trepidation, ¢ does not ap-
pear Hushed;’ and when he heurs of the muarders—acts a part
not at all in accordance with the part he acted at Mirtield, if
he was & murderer. There he conld snppresa his feelings— |
keep cool—smoke his pipe. At Robert-town, when the face of
murder is named, he sctsto work with his tongue—iells thie
story thnt ¢ has been at the house—that he had heard this and
sgen thal, whereby he directs suypicion on himself, And yet,
when he i8 aware that 4 messenger has been despatched to tell
the authorities of his revealments, here is no attempt made to
escipe, but lie makes hig way towards the very spot where the
murders were committed, and where inquiry is baing con-
ducted ! He is apprehended before he gets thera; and how
natural and clear is his excelamation, (on thig hvpothes:s),
‘]I see where 1 liwve missed it 1 see wliere I hiave missed iv;
I see where I have migged it. If I had given an alarm, the man
would have been taken ; now heisgone, and Iam here.” 1Therve
is one other exprassion of his desarving of & pasting notice, te
atates that while the man held thie doursonie 3 or4 muutes,
he * siw lots of blood.” 3ut then this expression is evidently

relative. Ilisown aceounting for the blood he suw, that * he
thought they might have been killing a fowl,” shows that the :
‘lots’ hesaw were relative to the lots’ which would fall from |
a fow!, which he knew would be bat small, compared with the
quantity that did lie on the floor beneath the body ot the mur.
dered girl, and which he could not have seen, unless he was
himself within the door, He could see, when the dogor was
open tho apace he speuks of, 48 much blood sprinkled sbout ag
he hag himself compared his ‘lots’ ta; hut he coutd not see
more unless he passed within.”

Ifow these remarks coincide with the confessfon of Reid, cannot
ascape tha attention of the most easual reader; nnd the wan!
therein spolien of, na necessury to bring a guilty knoswledge hoing
to M‘Cabe, has never yet heen supplied. There was an nitempt
made at the last trinl, where o woman was produced to show
that she had eegn M‘Cabe talling that same morning of the murder,
with “‘p man in a grean coat;" hut the attempt was an utter
fnilure, It never yet has been shown that the two parties even knew
ench other, a fact which there could have been no difficulty about had
it been kuown,

It is clear too that the view of the cise expressed nbove was
taken by the Dewsbury Mapgistrates, who did not commit A Cube
Jor trial, ‘These Magistrates would of course act under the advice
of their clerk, who was the prosecuting attorney at York., That
uttorney mmist also have belleved in the truth of M*Cabe’s repra-
gentation : for he advised that he should be admitted as o witneas
agninst Reid; and he was accordingly so admitted, At the firat
$cinl it is now pretty certnin that M*Cabe told the iruth as it affected
Reid at the houge of the Wraiths: and he wns only hampered
with his former attempis to account for what he had seen ana
heard. Jle was unwise enough to deny the main portion of these:
ond thus enabled counsel to thrown digeredit on the whole of his
teatimony. |

But then 1§ is gaid that both M¢Cabe’s and Roid’s storiss do not
nceord with the ‘¢ new” avidence ndduced at the last trial, parti-
citlarly that of tha little girl.  This is true: and thet ¢f evidence"
| ie the most painful part of the whole judicial proceedings, In the
 first place, how c¢ame such important testimony, if il was (rue, to
be kept back so long ? Why, whatthat littla girl depozed to, was what
®as wanted from the very first! 1t was all-important, ‘The inquiry
wag inevery mouth *¢ 1140 has been near this house ;" and this girl and
her parents kiuewthese men had bean there together, and yet kept that
knowledge to themselves! At length both of them are apprehended :
thie whols country sids is scoured for ¢* evidencs’ to show them con-
nected, and to trace them on to thaspot; and yet thig liitle girl and
her parent8 who could do this conclusively, never ‘‘show.” At
langth, after a trinl of two days, one of them is acquitted, sven though
the other had been ndinitted evidence ngainst him, 2%en for the first
time do we hear of this ‘¢ new” evidence : and when it is at last pro-
duced, it is of such a nature n3 to be totally at variance with, and
opposed to, the other facts, ns deposed to by many other witneases,
basides being wholly fmprobuble. 1t wie manifest that the Judge at
the trial did not helieve ons word of it. Well did he ask, ¢ What-
ever could the parties be doing in the garden, airing themselves under
the apple tree, in the most exposed situation on the promises, afler
having been engaged in three minrders?” 'Ihen see how they would
bave had to go to get there! out of the kitchen door, throungh the
back yard, round the hack of the house, nnd through two outer doors,
one of which was fastened on the ingide when the youth Green got to
it; nnd ke had to get through the gnrden edge to the front door,
where hesaw the blood running under; yet the little girl saw the two
men pass thirongh that door, out of the garden. Then erch of them,
gha anid, had a basket on his arm ag they stood under the apple

trea. [}M'Cabe had a clothes hnsket filled with hoavy pots, and with-
out ovoos handle; {1 contld not therefore be hung on nhis arm, L'hen

M‘Cabe wus, according to this little girl, passing up the oat-fleld
wilien he wits known to be in the house of Mary Smithson, smoling |
s pipe. It is slmost as clear that Iteid never waasin that oat-fisld :
for it is in the opposite direction to that he is kuown to have gone,
We repeat it, that littlz girl's evidence is the most prinful part of tha (
whole judicinl procesdings, Ve know, unfortunately, that the young !
mind will nt times conceive strange phantasies. It is often capable
of deceiving itaelf ; and somatimes copable of deceiving others,

Aud thig is the muin evidenca on which the verdict of ¢¢ guiliy” has
veen pasead on M*Cabe. Sarely, afier the confession of Reid, who
hns now no renson to keep back the tiuth, it ought to be thoroughly
sifted, Let thatevidence, the Judge's charge, and Reid’s confession
be tuken together, with such additional ficts as may an inquiry atill
turn up; nodif theresnlt hen belief of M*Cube’s innocence, let him
have the beneilt of that belief,

No doubt but it will he nrged on some hands, that even if M‘Cabe
i3 not guilty of ‘¢ giding and abetting,” lie is an ‘¢ accessary after
the fact,” inasmuch a3 he kept back the name of Reid, whom he
had seen in the house, aveun after he learned that murder had bheen
committed, Bul there is no proos that he knew I2id by name, or
even by person, On the contrary, Iteid says that when he opeued the
door to M*‘Cahe’s knocka, he *' thought the man (M¢Cabe) wouLD
NOT KNOW HIy, or ie would have murdered him too." Anad remems-
ber that when M‘Cabe firast saw Reid aster being at Wraith’s door,
it was when thay werd bath in custody and placed in the dock before
the Magiotrates, After M‘Cabe had heard the evidence ngainst
Reid ; after he had seen him 08 it were traced jnto the house:
nfter lie had seen the soldering iron brought homa to Reid; after
this, acting under the adv.ce of his legal adviser, lie volunteered o
siatement, which statement was tecepied by the authoritiss ; the
condition being that for it, M‘Cabe Bhonld have his liberty, In the
box he spolte the truth, as far as seeing Reid in the house went;
and therefore if ho had even disguised his kuowledge of that fact
up to that particular period, the bwrguin made with him for his
cvidence should clear Lim of all legal consequences. If lie ba not
lkept faith with now, the whole case against him will be one which
can hardly be characteriged, Wa say this on the presumpiion that
Rleid's conlession i3 o true one, which we see no renson to doubt.

Of eourse, the casa will receive every attention on the part of the
guthorities, The respite is an assurnnce of that. The time hag come
when human beings cannot be hurried into eternity by the common
hangman without the fullest assurance of their guilt, When so
muany persous de:ignate all hangings ¢¢ judicial mnmurders,” the Exe-
cutive must so far defer to public opinion a3 to guard against the
execution of & man without very good grounds, ** aceording to the
law.”” W& do not now string tham up by twenties and thirties at a
[ time ! e are becoming more chary of human life; and it is to be

hoped that in this cage it will turn out that justice may be satizfizd
5 without the Birangling of M’Cabe,
- I3y the time these remarks nre in the hands of many of ourreaders,
Reid, in nll probability, will have gone to his account! In the pre-
sent gtate of the death-punishment question, there is no hape that Lis
Jife can be spirad, Thete isavery probability that weshallin the next
AMeretry have to record the fact, with such particulars as may oceur
- thereon ; and we may take the occasion to remark on one or two
other noticsable facta in conuexion with this meat extracrdinary case,
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Tar Mirrierp MUurbpErRs aND MR, Seymour’s |©
 DEVYENCE OoF REtp,—(Irom the Jsxaminer,)—=The perpetrator of p
ane of tlie most atroclons crimes on record has hean found guitty and
sentenced to death, The verdict and sentence included nn innocent
wman ; but My, Justice Patteson, who had anticipated, in one of the .
clenrest and most acute summings up of evidence that we can re-
- membey, every material fact in the murderer’s confession, has loat |
no tims in undoing what he had done with constrained reslucinuce.
M*Cnbe is respited and Reid left to his well-merited doom., That |
the pennlty of blood has not been evaded in this case, we have not
to thank thelnw, Society owes its protection to the enormity of the
outrage committed ngninst it, If one person only had been mur.
dered, the murderer must have escaped. But the erime ndmitted of
three separate indictinents ; and, tlie first having failad, the second
| proved happily elficient. e have here nnother striking illustration
- {the fourth made public within the lnst menth) of the necessity that
 gxists for n Court of Criminal Appeal, In the course of thia singlo .
iuquiry, not only did the inntocent incur judgment of death, but the
 guilty effocted nn escape; and menans of correction or redress \wers
1 in neither iustance provided by ths law, In our last week's mention
nf this cuse we pointed out that the statements made public ns to h
{ Reid's confesalon, it corract, involved his counszel in the guilt of 'B’
havieg sought to flx the charge of murder on a man whom he knew |
to be Innocenf. My, Digby Seymour has replied, in a letter fo the he
Limes, that our imputation is not well fonunded ; but that if it had
been, he is prepared to justify the conduct imputed ¢¢ morally and |
professionally.” My, Digby Seymour, when next the innocent and |
quitty shall ba placed ia the same dock charged with the some |
wurder, and the guilty shall have duly paid himy to the extent of
tlirea, five, or fan gulueas, svows himeelf perfectly ready to listan to
a full confession of the crims, and afterwards use all his energies
teto throw the whole guilt’’ on the innccent, ¢¢if the evidence by
which the jury ara bound to decide warrant such n course ;" in |
othier words, if the evidence be sueh as gshall enabls My, Seymour
to do it effechually, The 2imes, remarking on this avowal with the
indignation and disgust of an Jionouvrable mind, has yet the hu-
mianity to suggest that Mr, Ssymour may be not quite so black as he |

has chosen Lo paint himselfi—
‘“ What would haye been hig line of eonduct had {his gentle- |1,
man succeaded in liis defence, and procuved an acquittal for
Reld, and an adverse verdict against M*‘Cabe ?  Would he, | f0
knowing M‘Cabe to be innocent, have nllowed him to die upon | th
the seatfold ? We presume not. Mr, Seyumour, wo suppose, pE
would have stated the fact, or written an account of Iteid’s |,
f_{)rE.§9531on to the proper aunthorities in order to save M'Cabe’s | w;
i fo. ‘

In the specinl circumstances of this cass Mr. Seymour could have | th
dona no such thing, If he had succeedsd in his attempt to free tl“‘
Reil nnd fix the crime upon M¢Cabe, he must, to continue hisduty | V'
to his client, have sent M¢Cabe to the gullows. Reid was still ex- [ Ot
posed toa third indictwent. The avowal of his guilt, to intercept | ©®
the death of the innocent, would ut once have placed the rope round | #8
his neck ; and, as Mr. Seymour asks with an air of tender reproach, | A
7 it n prisoner confagses his guilt, or makes admissions which tend 'a
to eriminate him while they acquit his fellow-prisonsr, 7s his coun- |Vc
sel to hurry into the witness box [0 ruirn and belray fiim 2" Of th
course not. Mr. Seymour’s business i3 not to ruin and betray the | ©F
maa that has paid him, but the man that has not, DBaing ourselves U
less perfectly instructed in this code of profeasional morality, we | E°
huve o fixed, though it may bie a very ignorant perauasion respecting St
it : for exampls, if it had received itg natural consummation in tel
M(Cunbe's death, we hold that Me. Seymour would have richly de-
served to swivg from the sama gallows, The assassin client is con- | O
tent witl one muurder. The counsel who beeomes accomplica aftor | B

the fact, for the purpose of destroying the innoceut, takes the penalty to
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of a double murder on hig soul. bo
[ After further strong but very just remarks on other points in My, | *h
Seymour's apeach, the Itvaminer concludes as follows] :— co

1t will be said that we have argued againat o prisoner raceiving any ad
benefit from counsel, provided the presumption of his guiltis of n | ™
strong kind, Wae have done no such thing, The path of an honest | P8
advocate Seems to us quite plain, If he believes his client to be | OF
guilty, it is his first duty sceupulously to refrain from criminating te
others ; and his next, to tnke core that guilt is not declared on any | &
but sufficient grounds, We ave quite content to seo the guilty eseape, T Lc
if the legnl evidence of guilt Is insufficient, It i3 for the benefit of | &0
ageiety, we think, that the eounscl should even represent the elient of
from whom he has takan a fes—!o the extent of giving him every ad- ) Vo
vantage of his knowledge of law, of hig gkill in sifting avidance, of H
his moans of giving due significance to facts—but not to the extent |
of lying for him, far less of making false charges againat others, or lig
of binckening Lthe character of witnesses whomm he knows to have | —~
been speaking truly, 'his cannol be the advoeute's duty. Itis idle ls:
to eny that a prisoner would lie for himself, and therefore his coun- | oo

o be improbavle? Eaglishmen,—and why? Becauge an Bng- |
ishman would liave been corfuin to have acted ditlerently, An

sel must not geruple to le for him. To commit a falsehiood ig the 1
right of mozan; and gosiety e bound to prevent it ns far as possible, ' 1,2
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