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MIRFIELD.

InquesT.~—~On Tuesday, an inquest was held at

the Man and Saddle Iun, Dewsbury, on the body of Sarab
Blackburn, aged four years, the daughter of Richd. Black-
 burn. On the 5th inst., the deceased was playing, when she
accidentally fell into a howl of hot water and was severely
j scalded.  She, however, lingered in great suffering until
Mo;:idfil}'"last. Verdict, * Died from being accidentally
Scalded.

Innkerrers Finep,—0n Mondey, before John.
Hague and J. B. Greenwood, Esqrs., William Heslop, the
keeper of the Yew Tree Iun, Mirfield, was charged by
Haworth and Asquith, the Mirfield constables, with having
| company in his house at half-past twelve o’clock in the
morning of Sunday, the 15th instant. Fined £1 and
193, 6d. costs.—John Shaepherdy the keeper of the Iflower
Pot Iun, was also charged with hayiug company in bis
house during the usual Lours of divine seryice, on Sunday
afternoon, the 15th inst. Kined £1 and 15s. costs. £

Davize QureiceE AXD Ropeery.—~The township
of Mirfield, and more especially that purt in the vicinity of]
the ruilway station, has during the last few weeks been -
fested with a gang of villains who have committed a series of !
determined aund daring burglaries and robberies. None, ]
however, which it has heen our duty to record,have equalled |
in atrocity one which tool place on Saturday evening last, |
at the residence of Mr. Ledgard, Canal Lodge, salicitor,
distaut about half a mile from the railway station. It ap-!
pears that abouat nine o’clock in the evening, at which time
Mp and Mrs Ledgard weresitting in one of the front rooms, a !
knock was given at the front dosr, and that Mr. Ledgard
( himself went, and before opening the door inquired who was
there, to which he received a reply which led him to sup-
pose that thie party wished to speak with him upon busi- .
ness. Mr. Ledgard then partially opened the door, when it |

|

| was pushedopen wiie,and fouror five persons,with thsir faces i

blackened and veiled, and who were armed with pistols,
rushed into the pas:age, and seizing My, Ledgard, placed a
pistol to his head and forced him down the passage, and |
baclt into the room. Mrs. Ledgard, who, on hearing the'
disturbance, had come into the passage, was also seized, a |,
pistol put to her head, and she was also put back into the
gsame room with Mr, Ledgard., Two of the villains having
then closed the room door, with presented pistols de-,
manded their money, which was immediately given up. !
After obtaining ity ome of the thieves left the room,‘
the other remaining guard over Mr. and Mrs. Ledgard, and ;
threatening instant death if sither of them spoke or::
stirred. The two female servants, on hearing the sereams |’
of Mrs. Ledgard in ths passage, ran out of the kitchen,and !’
endeavourad to hold the door on the outside, at the same ;!
time sereaming aloud for assistance, whilst the villains in- |
side tried to pull open the door, which they almost imme-
diately succeeded in doing, and then with great violence
dragged tha two females throngh the kitchen into the sams
room in which Mr. and Mrs. Ledgard hadl been placed
under guard., On the latter of the two female servants
being forced into the room, and under the supposition that
all the inmates were then secured, two or three of the vil-
[ains ran up stairs, with the intention, no doubt, of com-
mencing the work of plunder ; hut Mr. Ledgard having
contrived 10 escape by the window while the attention of
the fellow who was guarding the room wss momentarilyf
withdrawn, the whols of the villains became alarmed, and
made a precipitate retreat, without having obtained sny
booty, except the money from Mr. and Mrs. Ledgard,
whiell fortunately did not exceed £5. An nlarm had also
—unknown to Mr, Ledgard—been given by a servant boy,
who being in his bed room over tha stable, had heard the
screans of the female servants, and who ran for assistance,
but which unfortunately did not arrive mntil some tims |J
after the villaing had decawmped. It is almost needless to | B
add, that the whole nasighbourhood is in a state of terror, !l
and that families possessing plate and other valuubles have | J
removed them to places of safety. A reward of £100 is|w
offerad on the conviction of the effenders, and the police | o
are taking aclive measures to lead to their discovery. ¢
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