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REFORMATORY SCHOOLS FOR THE WEST
RIDING.
Waar should we think of the policy or

humanity of a law which, in so many words, pro-

vided that a lad of twelve years of age, who had been
convicted of stealing goods left outside o shop, should, |
as a puaisliment, be sent to a school where he might
be taught the catechism of larceny and be fully
initiated into felony,~—where ull the zood fecling which
he had not alveady lost micht be obliterated or per-
verted,—and where he might learn doggedly aund
shamelessly to call good evil, and evil good ? Tf, in-
deed, the object of the framers of such a law had
been to inflict {he most cruel punishiment upon the
youthful offcuder, without any regard to his owu
interests or to those of society at lavze, then, indeed,
such object would be fully attained, becanse they
would, so far asin them Jay, have irremediably rmined
his happiness, both for this and for a future world,
But, surely, any well-considered scheme of human

punishment must econtemplate as ity wished for
result the reformation of the offender and the pro-
tection of society, and such a plan as that we have
deseribed must utterly fail in attaining elther of these
ends. A moment’s reflection, however, will show
that, until very lately, our criminal law did, in fact,
thus deal with juvenile criminals by scnding them to
gaol, there to learn from those more abandoned in
depravity than themselves, all the fearful lessons of
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statute, their admission, or their 1*e_mabining in the
achool, does not depend upon the will of depraved,
or at all events negligent pavents. They are now
handed over by the sentence of the eourt alotnie to the
Reformatory School. A power is also siven to the
Treasury to defray the expenses of the child while ‘a,t
the institution, and to the Court swhich pronounces the
sentence to charge the parent of the ehild with‘lus
maintepance, if he is in possession of sulficient
means, |

SixCE the passing of this statute, Reformatory
Schools have been founded in different parts of the
country, and Mr. BE. B. WueATLEY, with the :?ssistance
of several other gentlemen, 1s now engaged in esbab-
lishing one at Mirfield, which will af:commodate
twenty-five boys. The West Ridinz Maygistrates mcet
in April last for the purpose of taking steps for estab-
lishing a Reformatory School for the Riding, but the
without cominy to any satisfactory
result, and informed the HoMme SkenETARY ¢ that
¢ dificulty and delay would arise, unless some other
‘t means than voluntary aid weve provided for the
¢ establishment of thesc institutions.” A most lame

and impotent conclusion, when we consider that all

the Reformatory Schools which have hitherto bee.n
established in England, and that of Mettray, owe their
origin to voluntavy ctfort, amd that M. Baker, of
Hardwick-court, and Mg, C. B. ADUERLEY, both of
whom have been foremost inthe good work, have

emphatically declared their adhesion to a doctri%leé
entirely differing from that laid down by our Magis-
tracy. The former gentleman ‘“frels very strongly
¢ indeed, that if the Legislature should empower the
““ county to give public funds, it woukd do very mucl |
““injury to the cause, instead of profiting it. 1t thei
“huilding were to he established out of county funds,

erime, If the young convict closed his cars to the evil
counsels of his prison companions, his character was
gone and the avenues to honest mdustry were shat
against him ; for what prudent mmn would employ a
lad who, since his conviction, had herded for weels,
ar perhaps months, with the most hardened eriminals ?
But the chances are, that his heart would have been
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utterly corrupted by his vicious companions, and that
as soon as the prison doors were opened to him by the
expiration of his sentence, he would return to crime
as his daily occupation and means of livelihood, with-
aub an cflort to regain his lost character, and so De-
comic a pest both to hiwself and to society., If com-
passion for the unhappy criminal himself should
fall to move us to seek his redemption, and

to pluck him as a brand from the burning, by the

| adopiion of some other mode of treatment, sel-intorest

alone might prompt us to tuke ancther course; for
that we have been detailing is most expensive to the
honest part of the community. The depredations
wlone committed by the crimiual clags amount annually

to many thousands of pounds, and when to this we
add the immense suws spent in the costly apparatus
of police, gaols, and prosccutions, we shall find that
the old system of punishing withous attempting to
reform the juvenile oftender is a terrible tax upon the
country.

WouLD it not, then, be advisablec to take a differ-
ent course with those youthful offenders whom religion
and common scnse alike forhid us to consider asutterly
hardened and depraved ? We must indeed punish, but
punishment should be attended by measures having
the reformation of the criminal and his restorasion to
a creditable place in society as their ohjects, and this
no less for his own sake than for the future well-heing
of the community.

Tue combination of reform with simple punish.

ment has been alvcady attempted, and with distin- |

guishod success, in this country and in France. The
cgbablishment of M, Dr Merz, ot Mettray, is of
Buropean reputation, and has beeu productive of the
happiest results upon its inmnates, while the manager
of the Philanthropic Society’s Farm School at Redhill,
in Surrey, tesbifics that he has good reason for believ-
ing that out of every 100 boys who have passed
through that institution, 82 have hecome permanently
reformed characbers aud useful members of socicty,
These are two of the oldest and lavgest Reformatory
Schools (for g0 such establishments are now called) in
existence, that of the Philanthropic Socicty having
been founded so far hack as 1788 ; but those which
have been more recently established, and which ave
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of mnarrower limits, have been attended with very

great succesy, and have fully answered the hopes of
their benevolent founders. In 1554, the Legislature

recognised Reformatory Schools by an Act commonly

known as the Youthful Offenders’ Act, which, after

reciting that reformatory schools for the better train- |

ing of juvenile offenders had been and might be estab- -

lished by woluntary contribulions, and that it was
cxpedient that more extensive use should he made of

such institubions, authorised offenders nnder the age

of 16 years %o be sent at the expiration of their

scntence to any reformatory school the managers of
which should be willing to receive them, and to be
detained therc for not less than two, or more than
five years, Kormerly the managers of Reformatory
Schiools could only receive such children ag might
enter with the permission of their parents, and of
course they had no power of detaining them against
their parents’ will ; but under the provisions of this

50 in this nstance.

i must be entirely under public supervision, and the
“ managers would be to such a degree servants of the
““ county that they would not be able to sueceed n it.”

. . . “He felt hecould not work as a manager
¢ of a Reformatory School, without a great deal more
‘¢ freedom than he should ask as a visiting Magistrate
““of a Gaol or Asylhun.”

“‘ to supply the kindness and sensihilitics of home than
““ a cast ivon institusion, to be supported by the public
“funds,”  Itis, morveover, the opinien of those best
conversant with the subject, that the institution should
not have too many inmates, and that it is better to
have several small Reformatory schools than a single
large one; whereas the West Riding Mayistrates
scemed do contemplate one gigantic institution for the
whole Riding.

WE believe that the school fouunded by the
beneficence of Mg, WugaTLEy and his friends
will be able to commence operations before the
end of the year, but it is obvious that as it will
only accommodate twenty-five boys, ib will be alto-
gether insufficient for the wants of the West
Riding. Why should there not be at least four
Reformatory Schools in this Riding, able to receive
bhirty boys each ? We belicve that the matter only

requires to be fully and fairly brought, not merely!

before the Magistrates but, before the benevolent and
prudent men of the West Riding (for in thig cage hene-
volence and prudence go hand in hand), to ensnre
speedy, decisive, and sabisfacbory action apon it. We.
would sugeest that a public meeting should be ealled, |

‘at Leeds, of persons from all parts of the Riding, who

feel an intercst in the reformation of juvenile criminals,
to consider the suhject, and to take such measures as
they may be advised for establishing Reformatory |
Schools, It hag not been the wont of the West Ricding
of Yorkshire to lag behind in the prosecutinn of well-
considered schemes for the promotion of the well-heing
of the body politic, nor have we any fear that it will do
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Mr. ADDERLEY also adds his
testimmony that ‘‘private Dbeneficence is more likely)






