| (VENILE REFGRMATORIES FOR THE WEST
g RIDING.

Derore considering a question which comes
. ime to the feelings and interests of the great body of
§ o readers, viz: on what principle and under what
| .nditions should Juvenile Reformatories be established
% iothe West Riding, we deemed it right to prove, by
¥ foures as well as arguments, that prison discipline
B does not, generally speaking, prevent crime coming $o
E mturity in individuals, however young they may be
§ when Arst brought within prison walls; and next, that
| 0 other countries an example of dealing with this
| cubject has been set us, which may be safely and
f beneticially followed, The enactment of the Youthful
B Ofenders’ Act, the provisions of which we specified
d st Saturday, was a legislative acknowledgment of
d the value of this example, and a legislative inducement
B 1) the imitation of it throughout the United Kingdom.
§ The results of that incentive are most marked. The
f letter addressed by Mr. DEvtson, DLP., on the 10th
b ult., to the Ratepayers of the West Riding, opens with
B these words :—*° Resolutions have been unanimously
8 “passed in several counties in favour of institutions
 “heing established for the reformation of juvenile
f ¢ offenders ;? — to which the Honourable Gentle-
i oo might have added, ““on a principle different
j “from that for which I ask your sanction ;’ and
B we find from a discussion which took place on
g Friday in the House of Commons, that ‘‘there are at
g present twenty-five Reformatories in England and
i Seotland, certified under the last Act, in addition to
 “those established under a previous Act.” These are
kb words of Sir Gro. Grey, Secretary for the Home
R Dcpartment, to which we may add from private in-
g lrmation that upwards of three-fourths of the Eng-
B lsh counties have already, or will shortly have,
b within their borders, institutions of this nature. Some
g ‘oindies will not need any, the provision made by
j their neighbours sufficing for such juvenile criminals
§ 2 their small population may supply, while others, for
i @1 opposite reason—hecause of the extent of their popu-
btion—will need an extra supply. Among the latter
¥ “tthe metropolitan counties of Middlesex and Surrey,
Laucashire, and the West Riding. The first-named
f i these great centres of population obtained two years
§ %004 special Aet, authorising the erection of a juve-
“3116 reformatory in Middlesex, out of the county rates,
 *C to this day difficulties about a site have prevented
g - sngle stone being laid, so that we are aba loss to
fnderstand the meaning of a passage in Mr. T. H.
§ O recent letber in support of MR. DENISON’S |
b 1toject, which runs as follows :—
: “Tmay mention that Middlesex hiag already obtained |
mﬂg‘;;‘z’;ﬁf Teétaiblishing these institutions out of the
oty 3. e increase of juvenile crime in the metro-

QE;{H: forced the adoption of this course, and it i3 emply
b ing that abundant success which hus uriformly atlended

“imalory Sehools.”

SURREY appears o rely, for the present, on the
iﬂitltt}tion at Red Hill to meet its pressing wants
4" this direction, Lancashire, we hear, iz likely
tomm'e shortly,—indeed, gentlemen of influence and
f| “cvolence in both divisions of that county have the
; “tter now under consideration ; and the questions
%0 come—what is the West Riding doing, and what
oughg itto do? Before replying, we Jvill confirm our
E"'*‘H Hatement in reference to the country at large by
ihe authority of a gentleman who was oneof the earliest
' t2ke up this subject, and whose wide communications
¢ him a knowledge of what has been done beyond
uhat of perhaps any other person. He says:—
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believe there is not one county in England, which
Mooty school, where one is not in agitation. Oxford has
‘0 but Berks will soon be able to clear it. Lincolnshire

[!?1 Derbyahi}‘e may want them, but I do not think they
E‘ . There is, I believe, no county yet unprovided, which

3 1ot sgome other county which will soon be ready fo take
4 young criminals.”

N I answer to the inguiry,—what has the West
‘sldmg done ? we are happy to refer to one institu-

in ags now actually open. This iz the Calder
arm School, Mirfield, which is under the superin-

{edence of a Commibtee having at its head the Hon.

i LisceLies, M.P.,* and inclading other gentlemen
{'lose names are a guarantee for good and enlightened
[‘iagement. The management of the boys them-
E%t.-es’ for thirty-five of whom provision is made on pre-
s 205 admirably situated and capable of any extension,
| confided to a gentleman experienced in the study of
¢ racter among young criminals,—whose long prac-
pieal acuaintance with them, combined with his
bﬁervation of the working of the [system at Metiray

Y F-Ed Hill, peculiarly fits him for the duty of con-

ling the firs experiment of a reformatory in the
G;SZRiding. He was strongly recommended for the |
| Etigy the G'iovernor of the Wakefield House of Cor-
0+ 2ud is thus spoken of in the last report of the

lthThe other members of the Committes are H. W.
am, ¥sq., M.P., E. Akroyd, W: R, C. Stansfield, J.

“ewood, C. Hardy, F "Wormald, E. B. Wheatl
4 J’ - %@Q’,Esqrs. ¥, Tmalv, eavley,
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{ Rev. G. B. DE Reyar, chaplain of the Leeds Borough
Gaol :—““T have the highest opinion of his gualifica-
‘“ tions to achieve sucaess on a much more extended
{ ¢ field of labour.”” 'The Calder Farm School was offi-
clally certified about six weeks ago ag a reformatory
under the Actsof 1854 and 1855, and it has now eight
boys under traihing. We believe the Committee are
ready to receive applications for the admission of
others from Magistrates, whether of the riding or of
this borough, and have printed forms at the gervice of
gentlemen wishing to sentence boys to detention,
which, when filled up in apy instance, will enable
them to. determine whether the case is such as they
can take charge of, The sonnd reasons for this pre-
caution, and fer the resolution of the Committee not to
fill up their school suddenly, we shall notice here-
after. A rcformatory for girls, ag an enlargement of
the House of Refuge for discharged female prisoners, is
also in course of preparation at Wakefield, though (we
hear) not advancing to completion so rapidly as might
be desired, From the circumstance that we, with.
unusual opportunities for obtaining information, had not;
beard of this excellent project until a few days ago,
we conclude the public to be wholly ignorant of it 5
but, from its nature, we are quite sure that its
claims need only to be generally understood m order,
to obtain public recogaition in the formn of funds, not:
only for fairly establishing, but also for PBI,‘_l?}mﬁl,lﬂ}.’.f!
meintaining it in a céurse of nsefulness. 'We had the
pleasure, the other day, of visiting a similar institution
in successful operation at Birmingham ; and the Girls’
Reformatory Schaol at Red Todge, near Bristol, under
the care of Miss CARPENTER, is doing great good with
the cordial support of benevolent persons in that

neighbourhood.* |

Trts, then, is what has been already accom-
plished, with a view to meet the wants of the West
Riding, and it must be remembered that it has
been done by a few gentlemen, chiefly Magis-
trates, notwithstanding the resolution of the Bench
last April, to memorialise Government in favour of
establishing reformatories in this district by means of
'county rates. No public meeting on the subject has
been summoned, to consider the claims of Juvenile
Reformatories on the notice and support of thei
Riding ; and yet we feel certain that had that course:
been taken, the call would have been responded to, !
and progress made in the establishment of other institu-
tions besides those ab Mirfield and Wakefield. But mea-
sures of anobther kind have been taken, to which we
must now invite attention. The intention half intimated
by Mr. DExtS0ON in his letter to the county ratepayers
i, it appears from Mr. M. MiLNes’s speech in Par-
|liament on Friday, now full blown; and the Leeds
Borough Justices have just adopted a memorial to
Government, expressing approval of the voluntary
efforts now being made to establish Juvenile Reforma.-
tories in England, but a strong conviction also that, to
be permanently efficient, the funds requisite for their;
support ¢ should not in any manner be made dependent:
on private sympathy or individual voluntary contribu-
tions.” OQOur Borough Magistrates further affirm that
the State ought to provide the entire cosk, or that
power should be vested in the Town Councils of large
and populous boroughs to employ for that purpose
corporate funds of which they have the confrol by law.
So that both Mr., De~1sox’s bill and this memorial
rest on the same assumption,—the inadequacy of the
present law, relying partly on voluntary effort, to origi- |
nate and to work satisfactorily these new institutions.
We must add that, taking Mr. C. BARER’s letter to
ourselves as an exposition of MR. DrwisoN’s plan, the
idea of the Hon. Gentleman is to establish and support
by rate six reformatories in Yorkshire, each to accom-
modate 100 children, and thus to provide for the wants
‘of Leeds as well as of the entire county. | o

We have felt it right to mention allthese facts for
the information of our readers, in order that they may
fully understand the present position of this subject.
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TaE question is not one involving  conscien-
‘tious differences, 1like that of State Education.
Mg, Ingram, wher last addressing the ratepayers
through our columuns, supposed that ‘¢ denomina-
tional bigotry” might cloud the perceptions of some |
persons as to the real merits of Mg, Dexison's
'proposition ; but he need have no fear on that point.
. A1l parties are, we believe, agreed that when the State
takesthe charge of children into its own hands, whether
for their good or that of society, it is bound to supply
to them, as far as practicable, that parental training
which ig the best security for mature virtue. Those,
therefore, who have the misfortune to differ from the
recommendations lately given by county and borough
 justices, do so on the simple ground of praciical expe-
' diency. It is universally allowed that the experiment
of juvenile reformatories ought to be made throughout
England, and thereforein the West Riding : the point
of difference is as tothe conditions most likely to afford
a fair trial of their efficacy. |
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