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sardon for suggesting dombts as fo the legahty of its |
sonstitution or its ability to reform any considerable
yroportion of the young scamps who troubled th.e
Riding.: The comments of other gentlemen on this
yrompt plan for at least doing something were more |
:noouraging ; but the only result of the meeting Wis
she appointment of 2 committee—mnot to brmg the
mbject before the Ryling and interest its people n t}le |
dea of a reformatory, Put to look out a suitable site
or one, The gentlement selected for this duty were

mexceptionable. Another meebing—still of Mag‘is-i
srates only—was held on April 2nd, 1865, ab whiclht

:his comumittee reported that 1t had nob succeeded
in obtaining a site; and after some not very
practical discussion,—apparently under the influence
of despondency, & Memorial to the Government
was adopted, to the effect that only by placing
reformatories upon public funds could they be
sstablished on a sufficiently large scale or kept in
permanent existence, if once started. All this time,

the buildings near Mirfield were in course of adapta-

tion for the experiment of Mr. WHEATLEY and lis
coadjutors ; but with this exception, from that day to

the present not one attempt has been made, by precept |

or example, to bring the subject of a West Riding
Reformatory fairly before the people of the Riding, to
prove the necessity for such an institution, to state
the facilities for its establishment, with the measure

of permanent support which might be expected from |

Government, and to inquire of the benevolently
disposed what they wounld do to carry out this humane
enactment. The testimony of Prison Governors and
Chaplains at Wakefield and Leeds, that the instru-
mentality in their hands failed in 1855, (as 1t had
done in every previous year,) to reform young
criminals, seems to have brought Mr. DrNISON to the
point at which our readers would see he had arrived
a fortnight ago, viz, :—that of entertaining *‘some
thoughts” of bringing a bill into Parliament nexb
Semsion, to authorise the erection of West Riding

Reformatories out of the county rates; and we have
'since published letters from T. H. INncuam, EsqQ., and |

Mg. BAxkEr, of the Doncaster Deaf and Dumb Insti-

 tution, expressing strong approval of this inchoate

intention. Had the Hon. Member acted fifteen
months ago as country Magistrates elsewhere did,
—had he at that time headed, with his usnal
energy and decision, and with commensurate

liberality, a movement for raising the funds requi- |,

site to open a moderate-sized reformatory, which
might be added to as success won for it additional

| public favour by proving it to be the very de-
sideratum so long wanted,—we have no doubt that|

legislative labours like those he now contemplates
would have seemed fo himself wholly unseasonable
and impertinent, But valuable time has been lost for
lack of goed management, and we are now invited
to support a project for summarily repairing the effects
of delay by setting aside the existing law as it applies
to this county. MR=a. DENISON solicits remarks on his
proposition ; and, without troubling the Post-office

| elerks at Doncaster with any addition to the labour

REFORMATORIES FOR JUVENILE
| DELINQUENTS.

““Tar cry is all for Reformatory Schools,”
gays ths: Zmes, and every newspaper reader will agree
in the assertion. Yet when facts are looked imto, it
will be found tha® until lately this cry proceeded not
from the public, Bt rather from a comparatively few
persons, all or neaxly all of themy connected in some

involved in forwarding to the Honourable Gentleman
the ¢¢thousands of communications” he expects

through that medium, we propose, therefore, to state
a-few reasons, in addition to those implied above,

against any special Act for the West Riding., It will,
however, be mosat in accordance with our own precep’,
if we first ask attention from our readers to the
reasor® why sorze new mode of dealing with Juvenile
Offenders is imperatively called for. We will then

way or other with the admuinistration of justice,
& remarkabla- proof of the slowness with which great
questions mage their way 1w this country, as well as of
the: readiness-of most-men: practically to: igrare even
important matters wlhen: otliers moare temporarils

urgent solicit their atlention; that evsn now English fashion approved by law, to turp juvenile criminals

P

tory Bchools, and rather suppese they must be good
things,. as the name 1s 30> unexceptionably;. and Magis-
trates write so much ahoutdhem, $han joinintelligently
and unonimously in- *‘ the-ory” for introdocing them
into every county; because- of their- felt rnecessity and

e

the manner in which, the- subject was.long dealt with..
Popular sympathy can only be enlisted in: fawour of
any object by plain explanations. of its. nabure and |
advantages, reiterated until they have taken: firm hold |,

O

Schools, until recenfly their- advoentes devotad too |
little time to familiar expositions of the. wide: differ-
ence exisbing betweer them and otherinstitutions with |

t

4

There were plenty of assurances fromallkindsof writers,
ranging from the slang novelist to. the preacher, that
Enplish saols are often a great sham, oftencr still a |
great failure ; and the records of our criminal courts,
with which newspaper readers are unhappily so
familiar, still countenance this doctrine, by telling of
ticket-of-leave men as the terror of whole districts,
of offences of the worst kind as becoming meére and

¥Y iw

3

state the objects aimed at in reformatory schools else- |
where, with the modes in wkichh their attainment is
sought, and the success whiclkr has attemded past ex-
periments ;y and lastly, we will endeavour to show why
achools established on MRr. Demmon’s prmeiple are
not nearly so likely as those instituted after the

|

t

eople generally talk and’ think little about Reforma-

xcellence. | .
PereAPs this state of things: arises. chiefty from

[ the public mind. With respeet to' Reformatory |

itles equally significant of a good purpose~—such as
¢ Houses of Correction,” ¢ Penifentiaries,” &e..|

more frequent, and of commitbals o prison as falling .
upon thesame individuals—juvenilenot lessthanadult—
time after time, and falling absolutely in vain. Butwith
some honourable exceptions, the chief of whom is alady
whose name will some day rank with that of FroRENCE
 NIGHTINGALE,—we mean MARY CARPENTER—writors.

| supposes the establishment of Juvenile Reformatories

have t00 commonly taken for granted that the canses
of this reproach on our c¢riminal adminiatration were
understood, and that the peculiar merits of the pro-
posed reformatories were aiso known. The passing of
MRr. ADDERLEY’S Act in 1854 gave the subject, for the
first time, a practical aspect, and since that pertod

more has been done to interest the people in it than
during several years previously, in which it had been ;
discussed mainly in official and other circles. The
peculiarity of the Aet just named is this—that it pre-

by voluntary agency, and but for that agency weuld be
a dead letter., The benevolent individuals, therefore,
at whose instance it was enacted, immediately after-
wards nndertook £o inform thelr neighbours ard fellow-

into usefud). honest, industrious, and relizious cii-
Ezens.
]

citizens within the sphere of their influence, of the

new and effective weapon which the legislature offered

for attacking crime at its very source ; and in a large

number, if not in a majority of English counties, the

friends of good morals have already entered upon the
conflict. Appeals have been made for aid in the esta -

blishment of reformatory schools, and they have ber p
responded to liberally and adequately,—in ew .y

\

cage, 80 far as we know,—where the matter hagw

been made one of obvious public intevest.

Ixn Yorkshire, unfortunately, the wsual cour ze has

not been pursued, and therefore the usual rew ) has
not been attained, We cannot take shame to 0 yrselves

 for having neglected to explain the value of thege in-

stitutions : our columns have beer epen to b gppthened
reports of lectures on Mettray and similar places, to

communications from gentlemen interested | in the sub- |

ject, and to notices of public meetings ' 5 other coun-

ties to originate the work of refermatio n there. But|
we must repeab, what we took the lil serty of stabing |
‘more than a year ago, that the meas e adopted to

bring MR, ADDERLEY’s "Act 1Bt 0pe ration amidst the
Jarge population of the West Riding : were not fitted to

that object. The first step take n wasa meeting of
Magistrates, as such, held at W akefield on the 15th
November, 1854, ‘‘to take int p consideration the Act

juvenile offenders, with a vI ew to the formation of a

 Reformatary School o2 Schr yols in the West Riding,”

call forth, but rather to deaden, sy’ mpathy in behalf of

recenﬂy pa.ssed for the bE.t:teI? care and reformation of

-

Nothing could be more prr ;per than an assemblage, for
such 2 purpose, of the gev’ ylemen whose duties rendered
them so familiar with ¥',¢ effects of the then, and alas ?
the present tréatmen’; of young offenders in this great
county. Butb 1t 3000 became clear that the matter was
congidered by alms gt every body present as demanding |
action from Mag¥strates only, and the entire scope of
the resolutions vwas inaccordance with this view. Not
one of them even hinted at other persons having a
share in deliberations which were to set on foot an
entirely new system, dependent by the very terms of
the Act on voluntary effort and sacrifiee for ifs origina- |
tion 1p any part of the countrv. A modest project of
}MR. £, B. WHEATLEY'S and a: few other Magistrates
for erecting a reformatory near Mirfield was criticised
lnot too partially by Mr, DENoN, M., who begged
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