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HOPTON, NEAR HUDDERSFIELD.—UNPRO-
TECTED STATE OF THE CALDER,

TO THE EDITORS OF THE LEEDS MERCURY,

GENTLEMEN,~You will probably remember the
melancholy accident which oocurred at Hopton, near Mir-
field, in August last, by which two elderly ladies of the
highest respectability, and vniversally esteemed in the neigh-
bourbood, lost their lives in consequence of a pony backing
into the river Calder, at a place where thero is not the
slightest fence or proteotion of any kiad, although the bank
is very steep, and the water in that part of the river is at
all times very deep., That part of the river where the
fatal accident coourred i8 close to the public road, and imme-
diately opposite t0 a road leading straight to the very spot.
Now, Gentlemen, can you suppose it poasible that the very
part of the river side whore the accident ocourred should

still remalr unfenced and unprotected in any way, although
more than six months bave elopsed since theo accident
occurred? During that period 1 bave frequenfly had
‘oceasion to pass the place, and to my ubber astonishment
and unspeakable disgust I have obgerved that month after
month has been allowed to pass and yet the public safety is
not provided for, although the remaining portion of the
river side has been fenced off in a substantial mauner, and
at considerable expense. Permit me to ask, through the
medium of your widely circulated paper, if there is no
board of surveyors, or if there are no influential gen-
tlemen in the neighbourhood, upon whom it devolves
to remedy this strange and most unjustifiable negleot?
In the district in which I reside, I am quite sure that
such gross neglipence would not be suffered, and that
such ubrensonable delay would have aromsed such a storm
of indignation that no gentleman wonld be willing to
encounter. If I resided in the neighbourhood, or had
any interest in the property thore, I should feel that it was
a matter whioch eoncerned mny honour, that no such unrea-
sonable negleat shpuld be tolerated on any pretence what-
ever, Asan Englishman and as a gentleman I feel oalled
upon to make my mos$ earnest and indignant protest against
farther delay in providing for the publle safety, and I trust
that this letter, which is written entirely on public gronads,
mav be the means of calling the atiention of the local

authorities to this glaring wrong. The deep distress into
whioch a most estimable family haye been plunged by the
Iate melancholy acoident, and the danger which might at any
moment ocour to a traveller by the spob are sufficient
reasons why not a single dg{[ sh&néd bo allowed to pass
without providing for the public salcty. .
Huddotefleld, Marok 14¢h, 1860, *A PASSER BY,
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