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JIIIs LATE CASE OF STACK FIRING AT
MIRFIELD.
COMMITTAL OF 1HE ACCUSED FOR TRIAL

Cn Saturday last, Martha Jane Gledhill, milliner,
of Mirficld, aged 206, was brought up an remand before Al
Charles Wheatley, at the Dewsbury Court-houwse, sharga]
with having set fire to & wheat nback belonginry ta AMe,
Richard Burst, a resident in Easthorpe-lave, in the former
township,  Br. J. Ibberson appeared for the prosecutiou,
and My Feruy, of Leeds, for the defence. Toe examina-
tien lasted for nearly eight hours, end in the course of it
{he foliowing evidence was taken 1 —

Dy Bichard Iurst said he was the owner aof a stackyard
sibunaded behind his house, On the morwsioe of the 10th
uit. allthe slacks were safe, but the same evening ane was
Aestreyed by foe. He was tke owner of gome kiing on the
canal fide at Blivfield, and the prizoper’s mobaer had pro-
perty adjoining,  He claimed o right of read ovor her land
1 his kitug, aud on the 10th, acciny under legal advies, he
keb sore men to dig up some posts My, Gladhill had had
rul dewn to prevent him and hig wen passing,  Af hadi
pest {wo he saw the men digping about the posls, and 1o
aLouttwohomrs afterwardshie guve them certain insyruetinnsg,
ond a horse was yoked to ove to pull thup, Prisooer came ujy,
and caid to hin “* If T had o pistol 'd slioot vag,” or ¢ 1'll
shoot you,” and afterwards che said *“ 'l have iy
1evenee,” The post was pulled up, and some tims acter
mformation wag brought to him thst a wheat siack 1o hig
stack-yard wag on fira. He wend home aod found it 4o hs -
ene which mipht easily have Leen set on fire by a parson
frem the voad,  [6 was surrouvded by loose sbraw.—Cross-
cxamined ¢ he posts wizh{ have been dowo twanty vears,
H, waz about bwenty yeoars siuce he hought tus prop.rty
iear (he caval,  Mr, Gledhill boughs another portion, itho
rosh had not long been connected with a chatn, He (il
r.ot recolleet the prisoner saying ' T'H feteh law of you”
that afterpoan, but he heard ber mother and sistor say o,
He believed he first heard of tho tire a little after five
o’clock, A mistal or shippon standy hetween Lis house and
the sluck-yard, and prevented a view fromm one to lho
ovher,

Afre. John TWalker, of Wuowle, Mirfield, satd her huee
Lend worked for Mr, Hurst, On the 10th unlsl abogh a
quarter to five o’clock 11 the afleornoon, she passad shrouvgh
the stuclk yard as she wad taking her hustand’s tea, and all
{hen sppeared quile safe, but after etaying in the siahls
clese ab hiand for about a quarter of an hour, she was
atiract(d by hearinga erackliog noiss, wid on going out saw
a ctact—one neav tho gate and the side of 1he lane—on five,
It was burring on thas shile neavest the Jane, She weut (o
the hevee wnd raiscd an warm, Cross-examined—"The stuck
mizht have been on fize as sho pussed througl the yavd,

Mare, Darker, widow, Mirfield, said that on the 10th ulé,
che was nursing one of Mry, Gledntil’s neighbours,  Aboud
Latf.post four, she heard a noise outside as of persous
Guairdlling, and on poiug to the door she aaw the prisoncr
cud ¢hey persons standing by near where v, Hurgt was
Beving some posts pulled up, sud heard her say to hiw,
“TH Yave my revenge vefore the dsy is onl.” The prisoner
went 11 the direction of her own house, and in about an
Lhovr and o half afterwaras winness heard of the siack beinge
in famego- Cross-examined : A crowd of fen or twelve
yeeple were present, and some talking, but sie conld not
1]l whado they said, She did uvot hear the prisonor say
ary thing about law, shooting, killing, catting, or stabbing,

Aot Diavsland, aged 14, the son of a person residinz
pear the piisoner, sadd that when My, Huorst’s men were
dircivg np the posts he saw the prisoner near them, anl
Leard Lov 5uy she would ehioot Mr, Lurst, wonld kill Jum,
o wenld go heme, sharpen o kreife, and either stick .
Jinrst or hiz hovses,  Sne also «aid that she would be taken
vp for manslanghbter, and ouly get one month, My, Hurst
was nob present thon, bny at hali-past four ba way, and the
prisoner gaid, ‘1 wid go down bome, pub wy bonnet on,
and fefel him some Iaw.” She went, and wibness saw that
vJien she retorned ohe was wenIng o black hat, shawl, and
Giesg,  The wituess then want on to say thai he watched a
woran, whent he believed was Lthe prisoner, go up Rast-
ikorpe-lane, avd that he gaw her 1In castody at the Dlack
Yiudl Tue, the same cigrei, 'Cho witness way eross-examised
stoercal ength by My, Ferns, but that gentleman failed to
shrde Lis testimony,

Lovicen Thorvion, aged teu vears, depnsed that on the
e wet., about a guarter to five o’cloclk, she and Alice
Juabb passed the stack yard on therr retura from schaal|
cpd arparently al) was thew safe. She saw the prissner o
U raupeh a stile which opened on two pathy, one of which
lcd yust My, Ifurst’s bouse,

Alice J¥L, apcther httle gixl, supported her companion’s
glalc e ut,

Mrs. bevher, of Towngate, Mirficld, said she met the pri-
roper on the everanyg of the 10th ult, on a path near a suni
fenes, not very far frome Mr. Hursv's, and gpoke to her,
Scon alterwaras the church clock struck five, Oa Thuvsday
night weeko the prisoner saw her ab Martieh) ratiway skab) i,
ar sodd that if wilnessswore to heritwould ba ¢ Ware wans
to her.,”  Cress-examined~-The dov ufter thae fire she was
waited our by other policeinen, and sald to themy thas dhe
cavdd bur swear 1o the woman she saw 3 she had sineo re-
je-atea vhat slatcment, buy vow was sare the prisency was
i} oo Witpes 0 not know the prisoner before, Io
the poiice=cilice atb ' bury o constaizle basd gard to her,
poeiviivg te the prics vy Is that the woman 7”7 and witiess
yopiied thaet she coua wob Leli,

Lhcicid Aradiage said that as 410 p.m. on the dav in
questicn fe 8% Mre, Gleanad go tnto her own bouse rro:n
v pestes and in five mirates afinrwseda noties 1 her leave
an? o oawey towerds laasihorpe-Jane, AS L) e caw hor
oh & ehoal bradee, comng from the direction of the rotl eay
Mafion, It wol witness ten mimites o watk from Gled-
Lill’s to Decenek's (v plaee where the nrisoner haa baen
serpy uest’s and baes,  Cross-exawioed, —le wag prosea
v Los the pocty weve betny, pulted up, and he neicher saw
the i oy Marsland noe 8res, Barker, ~

Ade el a prandiavglier of {ho previous witnoss, and
wiee was with ker on the night in question, supparied her
STRIGIRG

Vo-Dice-Sevecant Doeleevoft deposad that on the mizhid of the
16t wee be eyppo Danded the prisoner, aod took her 1o the
vlaedt Bl Jnesy Blirficld, whro she was seon by the BSooee.
intoanlent,  Che witness aiso gave evidense showing wheif
eassrasents bad been tiaken eof the distries from poiita
to peints where the neiseser had been veen o the nizub in
nuesnol, ot whiere el was supposed to have bun,

T 15 dlesad thie case 1o the proscention, aved Me, FERNS
rivee in address on bdidl of bis ciicnt, and 1heu called the
Joeilow ity Wiinesses i— |

Boddnm T hecdweriont sayd that at o ¢quarter to five o’clockc
«n {oe 100wl he saw qoatack on five 1 My, Flural’s faem.
verd, and op runnivg up to i e saw from ins appeariues
test 1ol have buen horning some timae, s statonend
waz talien down by {le police at the Dlack Bnil Tnw—
Crowoernsunved—11is wech was shown and found to b six
winntes later ihan the cloelk of Mivfie]d cliurch, 1o had
cata That the fre was 1o o swmall a coirpass when he arrived
thai i 1izhb have been put oub with a tow buckoets of
water,  Jie did not noiiee any loose straw at the botvow of
T S:I.L‘k.

Micso Ann Tearnlcy snid she eaw the prisoner ¢lose fo tha
Mation on the raaht in guestion uv 4,50 rallwav time, and
¢: 6l to oy Phe prisoner did ok reent agitated,

Cromctivoe Dirkheod and TVilliam Foarnley »ive evidence
e support of an alibe,

T ether witnessen were eatied,

e Diaeistrode sald Hhad be fels 1t hig doty Lo cominit tha
s a0 Tor drial at the assizes, bad wounld aoimie Lo fo bail
CLnTenne indo her o recorizances for L1000, woud fiuding
oLc surely Lo the sime amonnt, A suveby was ot onen forth-
cotoane abd the pisoner wan then hiberated,
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