
FATAL ACCIDENT NEAR DEWSBURY.—FOUR MEN 
DROWNED,— On Saturday night, about eight o'clock, four 
men were drowned by the upsetting of a pleasure boat on 
the river Calder, at Ravensthorpe, near Dewsbury. In the 
afternoon, Mr. Robert Hemingway, manufacturer, of Stain-
cliffe, along with Charles Culverwell and Thos, Boothroyd, 
clerks in the goods department of the London and North-
Western Railway Station at Dewsbury, and Wm.Thornton, 
met at the Ravens Wharf Inn, a public-house situated on 
the Dewsbury and Hudderafield turnpike-road, and near 
the boundary of the parishes of Mirfield and the former 
place. After staying there a while, they went to a boat-
house on a part of the river Calder called Broad-dam, and 
hired a pleasure boat. In this they proceeded in the direc­
tion of Mirfield, and then returned towards the boat-house, 
and were in the act, it is said, of changing seats, when 
the boat capsized, and the whole party were precipitated 
at a point where it is some forty yards wide, and three or 
four deep. This was in the presence of some spectators who 
were on the bank, but at too great a distance from the place 
where the other boats were kept for one to be procured and 
rowed to their assistance. Mr. Hemingway, it is reported, 
floated down the stream for some distance, and was taken 
out 150 yards below where the accident occurred; but the 
others struggled and sank near where they were thrown 

into the water. Mr, Hemingway, it is said, breathed once 
after he was taken out of the water, but, though every effort 
was made to restore animation, it entirely failed. Grapnels 
were used and Culverwell's body was discovered at ten 
o'clock the same night, but those of his unfortunate com­
panions not till the next day—Boothroyd's being found at 
six o'clock on Sunday morning, and Thornton's at twelve 
o'clock—the latter at a place 300 yards below where the boat 
upset. Thornton was about seventeen years old, but the 
others were approaching middle age, but unmarried. 
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