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 COMPULSORY VACOINATION,==PROSHCUTIORS AT
DawsnurY.—Yesterday, at the Wast Riding petty sessions,
Dewsbury, between thirty and forty persons, residents in
Batley, Mirfield, Gomersal, Heckmondwike, Biratal,
‘Thornhill, and Morley, were suwmoned, at the inatanca of
the Board of Guardians for the Dewsbury Poor-law
Unilon, for neglecting to have their children vacoinated
within three months of the births of the said children.
Mr. Wm. Carr, clerk to fhe board, prosscuted, and convic-
tions followed in evory Instznce, except two—in one oase,
& smmmons had been taken out in a wrong name; and in
the other the child alleged not to have besn vaccinated
had beer dead some time, In the great majority of caces
fines of nominal amount only were imposed, but where
defendants intimated that ¢{hey had retused to ohey the
law, baving no belief in the alleged efficacy of vacoination
ad & means of preventing the spread of small-pox, fines of
108, each and costs were ordered {o be paid., 'I'he persons
go fined were Alfred Wildsmith, cloth dresser, and Thomas
Taylor, woollen manufaciuorer, .'Ba.tley ; Henry Hopkinson,
buicher, and W, J. J. Briscomb, grecer, Birstal. .The
lant-named gentleman gpoke very etrongly against vacoina-
tion, 58 alvo did Mr, Taylor. The benoh said they were
not thers to say whether vaccination was good.or bad, but
to administer the Iaw. The proceedings excited consider-
able jnteresf. The magistrates on the bench were Mr,
Thoanaa ¥, ¥irth, Mr, Wm. Carr, and Mr, J. B. Green-
w0, '
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