CONSECRATION OF ‘A NEW CHURCH AT
MIRFIELD. |

A now and handsome church built at Micflold, ab a cost
of about £26,000, was yestorday conssorated by the Dishop
of RiroN. Many years ago the pum of 43,000 waa left by .
afr. Josoph Loe for a peal of bolls, and a8 tho old parish
ohurch waa not squal to modern reqquirements, this beguest |
1ed the late vicar, the .Rev, R, Maudo, to urge the dosir-
ableness of & new parish churoh being orected ; and it i
largoly owing to tho oxertions that he‘mudo, and the great
1iberality of tho residonts in the distriot, that the scheme
was matured and tho-interesting ceremonir of yestorday
took placo. Amongst the principal contributora to the
puilding fund were the family of Mr. J. 0. Ingham,
£6,000; Mr.. Joshua JI, iVheatley, £2,000; and
Mr. Charles Wheatley, £2,000, About £4,000 is
gtill requirod to mako the ohurch freo from debt,
Mr., Georgo Gilbert Scott, of London, was tho designer of
tho new building, It io situate on the wost side and close
up to tho sito_of the old parish churoh, and is & cholos
specimen of Early English arohitecturo. The plan consiate
simply of nave and uisles, ohancel, south poroh, tower,
and two vostrios at the north-oast corner, ono of which ie
appropriated to the choir, There iz a tower al tho west
cnd of the nave, which adds aonsidorably to the length of .
tho church internally, and rises 140 feot from tho ground '
lino to the verﬁe of the pinnaoclos. Theo tower contains &
clock and ten bells, tho latter cast by M. Taylor, tenor
pell weighing- 30 owt. 1 qr. 22 1b. 'Tho olook was supe-
plicd by Messre. Potts and Sons, of Lecds, and it strikes the
quarters on truo bells, There are three diuls, which are
ingeniously oneaged in tho stonework, aud aro visible
from a groat distance, the hands and figures being gilt.
The prinoipal entrawce is through a low-gabled south
porchy but thore is also an eontrance at the west oud,
through the town. This doorway is compossd of o
deeply recessed and riohly moulded avob, supportod by
stone-moulded leaves, dQetaohed shafts, aud moulded
capitals, the tympanum boing filled in with diapor and
carvings, also a_oirolo soulptural, representing tho Au- |
nunoiation of St. Mary, The nave is 82 foot long, divided
into {ive bays, and is 27 foot across; the tower 15 21 feot
squarod, tho aislod.13 foet G inohes wide, and the chancel
40 feet by 27 foet between the walls, The entire longth ig
H0 feot 6 inches, and the width betwoen tho walls GO foob
4 inchen tho height from the nave floor to tho ridgs is
64 foot, The ohurch is lightedl by coupled windows, with
pplnyed jambs along the morth and south sides, aud by
throe lancet. windows in tho towor. The west ono of

those windows is to be- filled in with stained glass, by

Clayton and Bell, of T.ondon, prosontod hy Mya. Tngham,
of Blake Hall, T'ho east window is & triplo laucet, with

ciroular window over, and two coupled side windows to
tho sanotuary. The olovestory is arcaded both iuside aud
out, and has a pmall lancet window pierced
throngh tho middle of each -bay, The tower is
vaultedd under the ringing chamber floor, the stone
arohes opringing from stone oorbel shafts at tho
sogles ; the colls are fllled in with looal stono in their
cornors, ‘Tho sonts are of oal, The ohancel, stalls, and
goreons aro vory rich in detail, thero is & 1ichly moulded
chancel nrende, and fossik marble cclumns give a very
rich appearanco to the whole, The reredos is very haund-
gomo, being profusely enriched with carvinge, diaper
panols, marble figuros, and tha_ou.ps, bages, and panels
being in, Derbyshire spar, the divisional oclustered shatts
being in Cornish spar. The aroading on eithor side is in
Caon stono, with Mnnefield triplo shafts, There are four
goulptured figures 1n the reredos—St. Pator, St. Paul, St.
John tho Baptist, and St. Matthew. 'The centre group
ropresents the Uruci{ixion. The whole is terminated by a
vich cornice and bratticing, The altar table is oak, and
richly moulded, oovered with a York stono slab.
Tho kneelivg step at the allar rxail and the seats of
sho sedilin  aro oovered with boautiful needles
work, whioch has beon worked to design by soveral
young lndies of the ocongregation, The pulpit is oak,
and vory xioh 1n demgq; in the pavels ave flgures,
carved in oak, ropresenting Sf,:John, St, Paul, and St.
Augustino of Unntorbury, The olustored divisional shatts
aroin waloud, . If .atands upon a cornor stone base, with
groen marblo shafts supporfing, This pulpit has boen
progonted Dy the pavishionors ag a testimouial to tho late
respected vicar, the Rev. R. Maude. 7The fout is composed
of & bonutiful specimen of groon marble ; on the four aides
of tho bowl are granite foils, with statuary soulptured
figures ingorted, reprosenting the four rivers of Paradiso.
Tho church will be lightod for ovening servics with ton :
coronny, riohly gilf, and a large one in tho chanoel, with
100 burners. ‘The organ is being built by Mr, Jurdine, of
Manchoster, and is oxpocted to bo complete about the
middlo of noxt week, 'The contractors were Moass, W,
aud J. Milnes, Mirfleld ; Mossrs., Barkor aud Clough have
(ono the carpentor and joiner work ; the oarving has boen
done throughoutby Messys, Farmerand Brindley, London ;
thororodos 18 by Mr, Earp, London ; the pulpit aud font by
Mr. B, Phillip, London; the coronas by Mezsrs, Potter
and Sons, London; the chancel stalls by Massra, Rotter
and ICtt, Cambridge; the nave and aislo seats by Mr,
Thompson, Poterborough; aund the warming by M. J,
Brooke, Inddersflold, ‘I'ho olerk of tho works has beon
Nr, I, Roowe,

Tho conseoration sorvion excited muoh intorost, and tho
now church was crowded., A processiou, composed of the
choristers, the churohwardens and sidesmen, the Vioar of
Mirflold, tho Arohdoncon of Craven, tho clorgy {rom the
vanshes of Mirfield, Batley, Birstal, Bradford, Dswsbury
Halifax, Huddoersfield, Lieeds, Thornhill, \Wakefleld, au(i
othor distriots, accompanied the Bishop of Ripon from
the old ohurch to the now building (whoro there wag
divine sorvico), and atterwnrds to the oongeoration of the
Iand acquired for tho purpase of 8 burial-ground, Subso« .
quently luncheon was served in tha Mirfisld Town Iall,
where the chairman, Mr.'J. ©. Ingham, was supporfed by

the DBishop of Riﬁon, Avchdeacon Musgrave, the Rev.
Canon Woodford (Leods), tho Rav. Canon Ileald (Birstal),

Rov. Canon Burtlold (Bradford), Rev. Canon Cauwidge
(Wakefield), Rev. D. Coleridge (Prebendary of St. Paul's),
Rov. Thos, Nevin (vicar of Mirfleld), M, Chas. Wheatlev,
Mr, J. H. Wheatley, Mr. B, Day, Mr. R. Wheatley, Mc.
B. Howgate, Mr, G. H. Hebblothwaite, Mr. (Gaorge
Gilbert Scott (London), Mr. T, Greonwood Teale (Rigise

trar of the Diocesse), and othors,

The Biszior or R1roN, responding 1o thoe toast of ¢ The
Dishop of tho Diocese,”” cougratulated the residents of
Mirfield on the completion of the naw building, which, he
said, wagsthe eighty-eighth chiurch he had had the privilego
of consoorating duving the last fifteon yoars within thig
dioceso, (Iloar, hear,) Often as these ooousions came
1cund, enoh brought & new inferest and aroused in his
hoart feelings of the deepest thaunkiulness to God for sush
oheoring tokens of His favour. Ie regarded overy new
church that was exectod as a fresh iudioation of tho zeal
and affection that was folt towards their good old Chuvch
of England ; and ho thought they might look upou the
erection of such struotures &s & good omen aund as & token
that they wore not about to lose the favour of God, but
that the efforts of those who would fain pull down the
Churob, so far from sucoceding, would rathor,
liko those tompests that swopt against the
forost tree, sexve to xoot It more fircaly iu the laud.
(Applause,) Anothor reason why he rejoiced in the oreo-
tion of such buildings was that it was found by oxgemeuoa
that the rearing of a new ohuvch, the roplacing of an old
church by one that was more magnificont in its appent-
ance, more beantiful inits architeoturo, moro worthy of the
purpose for whioh it was sot apart, was not unfrequently
tho cnuse of the promotion of a Ifresh spirit of true
roligion, and of a more earnest purpose to promote the
plory of God by living according to His will. The
material church structure might bo trolgarded a8 & sorb of

o(

baromoter by which might be tested tho spiritual con-
dition of mankind, If o church was allowed to beoome

dilapidatod, no othoer proof was needed that vital religion
in tEo parish was at & low ebb; but "whore the chuvch
was & noblo building like that in which thoy had besu
worshipping, one could not but feel that it was the rosult
of n spirit of zeal for the glory of (od, and was au indi
cation of a higher state of spiritual feeling throughout the
parish to whioh it bolonged. (Applanso.)

Ay, Coarres WusaTrtEy and Mre J. I, \’YHEATL‘EY
replied to *¢ The Subsoribers and the Committeo,™ proposed

by Archdoncon MUSGRAVE,

r, G, o1 Seory, replying to tho toast of ' The
nrclfitgt,’cf?ggaﬁgg thr'tt S}ofkahiro wus full of the most

magnificentspooimengof the thirteenth contury arohitooture,
whioh he had seleoted as his model in carrying nut the now

church, Vho had not seen the great transopt at York,
with its ¢ ve Sisters’’ window; the oharming minsterat

Boverloy: the elorious abbeys of Fonutains and Biovglulx;
and the};‘{lin ongtho weathor-beaten rook at Whlbb.): ¢ In
building o ohurch that was suited to modern life and
modern liberality, thoy must not forget that they woio
supplanting tho remnant of & church that really belongad
to the thirteenth contury; ond ho trustod that they would
strengthen its old tower and allow 16 to sbgmd side by sile
with what wae, after all, only an tuutation of the thir«

teenth century arohitecture. (Applauso.)
Sevoral othor tonsts wore wlso propusud uud rospondod
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