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cEARGE OF MANSLAUGHTER AGAINST A
GATEKEEPER,

SHADRACH LOCKWOOD (69), on bail, railway pata-
kceper, was judicted for the mausleughter ot WU2orge
Naylor, at Mitfield, on tho 14th Murch last, AMr, TEXNANT
was for tho prosccution, and Mr, CavpiELL Fosrek do-
ferded. Theo Leained Counsel for the prosceution stated
that the prizoner hed for some yeary been in tho em.
ployent of the Lancashire and Yorkshire ailway
Cowpuvy, &nd had acted as pgatokeepar st the
Dark-lene Creesing, bhlirfleld. When tho pgalss wero
opened, and carts and passengors we.o allowod to cross,
it was the duty of the gatekecper ¢o have put up the
devger signal—a red lamrp or Hag—30 a3 to praveat tr2ing
ccrming on titl the gates were apuin shut, In thisinstanuse
Nsaylor. tho de:eased, was a carter, in the ewploy of
Alesery. Barraclough and Sons, colliory propristors. Auout
twelve ¢'cleck at noon of the day in question, thoe gatas
beipg open, Lo was proceeding across tho tiae, twith
two Lorses and a cart filled with coal. YWhon ho had
got on the lino an ongine aand a van raa into tham.
He was killed, as was also onoe of ths horscs. Tiho engine
driver woold tell them, and the breaksman too, that the
dungcr signnl was vwot up. It was put up imasaialy
tbe sccilont occvrzed, when the prisoner foand oud
that be was o fault. If tho jury should bo of ~uiniocn
tkat what ho had said was provad, a caze cf neglizouce.
ecding in the death of tho deceased would heve besa
establizhed, and it would be their duty to tind the prisonor
gullty, Evidence was then called.~Jaw::s furr, in itho
cooploy of Mr, Tattersfleld, who has a mill near tho
cressipg ia question, proved secing tho accident accur,
dTho deceased was on the line, having Lold of tho fcading
horso’s head, when witness sawan ongino comnioy at a good
ppeed from Brandford way. Deconsed {riod to ¢ back,”
but could act susceed. The cngine firet siruck the s8.1¢
horze. This horso was killed, and Naylor, who had gt
bold of it to back tho animal), was kiiled.—By Alr,
Fcetor: There is o curve in the line geiug ta.
wards IHeckmondwike, but heo was nol awars ihat
tho curve was so grest that any engino was ont
of view until it had furned the curva. Tlhe c¢arvy wiuld
bo about SL0 or 490 yards frome the crossiug,
Witnees could not say that priscner woald knoww from
the time-tallo that this cngine was comiug til ho
raw i, Prisoner had loat a log in tho servico ¢f
ihe comvpany,— Zros. Normanlon, district superintendent
of tho Lancashize and Yorkshire Hatiway Company, p:o-
duced tho rules of the cowmpany for the guidauce of
euginemen, signalmen, gateksopers, &2, 1lule 454, and
{ollowing, stated that beiore opening ths gatas (he koapar
was to satisfy himsulf that a trein wae nci ia sight, aud
then exhibit the red or danger signal wuntil ho had
clcged the gatecs agein. The wupgive-dtivor cauld sag
tho dacger signalat tbis crossing over 4C0 yards off feom
the Bradford sida. Theore was a small window 1o tas hy!
lovking towards Biadford, which gavon vie'w of approach-
ing €vpines foxr a eimilar disteuce.—DBy Alr. YoatEn:
'There was nothing to give the gatemran notica there of an
sppreackicg engine withont a train, as there wa: no telu.
praph there., Tbe witnezs could not aay whethor tho cazl
and bhorscs would be visible to tha engiac-driver that
distance., Prisoner had becu twenty yoars 1a thg
employ of the company, wurd aboat fiftgen yaars
at this crossicg., Ho wos & remarkably steady man,
and tkere had been no report against hm previonsly,
Ho thought it tho engina-driver had beso on the look-out
he wculd have secon the horses and cart souner.— Mk,
TrnNNaANT: It was the daty of the engins-dniver to look
out for signals, aud not for carta?—Witness: Yo3. Tao
Learned Jrroe: Ho must keep his oyes open, thnugh no
doubt his primery duty is to watch tho signala,.— foficard
Greesihala/, o blapket raissr, living in Dark-lans, haviag
dopotcd as to the acsident, the drivar of the engino. Alber!
Lambert, i1 the employ of tho London aud North-1Weatern
Railway, was called. He stateq positively that the signal
w38 oft for him to proceed, He whistled 03 usual when at
the curve. llo saw the horiaes and carl sbout sixty yardg
off, and at once raversed his oppine, and the tiremau applicd
the break, but it was of noavnil.—DBy Mr. Fosren: Tha de.
ceased could hinve escaped if ho had not stuck to his horses.
Tbe caxt had justentered the crosring whon the witnass saw
at.—After Ueiry Suteliytr, breaksmsn, had boeen called in
corroboration. Nr, Fostas called evidance for tha dafenca,
— Edicin Bechelt, a blanket raiser workiug at Tattorsiiald’s
mwill, etated that if the deceased had urged the harses on
atraight, instead of trrinpg to turn back with the traca
horeo, he would have got clear of tha line.—Jesse frelweld,

- 8 faxm labourer working for Mr. Howgate, was in o field
adjoiniog the railway, and about 250 yards from the
01088)1 3 had not keard tho engine whistlo pravisug Lo iiq

assing him.—Mr, Fosrer then addressed the jury for thy

efence. e contended that the Lancashite and York-
sbiro Hailway Company were in part answorable for
this youpng mdn Naglor's death, by their neglect,
firat, to provide mears for distance siganlling, and
pecondly neglecling to provide a tslegraph thore, by
which tho prisoner cculd bave beon informed that a special
engine was ceming. Mo urged farther that the eoygine-
driver had not whistled, or Lo weuld havo been heard by
tho witnesa Fretwell, and then in addition pleaded that
the deceased was bimselt 4 liame for sticking to the
hoxees in such an extremity. =hon ha ought to have ran
ont of the way.—BMr, TENIANT declined to gce that any-
body was to blame but the prizonor. It he (prisonoer) had
¢aken the simple precantion td Iotk hofore ho ogenod the
nates the accident would never have occarred.— iz Lonp-
suir, in summing up, said he could not see what woald
have been gained in this instance by distanca siyaals if
prisoner had neglected to attend to them ss he was charged
with neplocting to attend to biy own signal at tho
crossing. As to the deceased himsel busing te blams, his

Lordship pointed ount that it he waa flattered and did nat
&now what to do, the fault waswith those who piaced him
jo that positicn of jeopardy.—Thoe jury found the prisonar
Guiilty, but strongly reccmmended him to morey on
account of his loug and faithful services.—1lis Lonvsmy,
in passing eentence, sald it wiss quito cluar that the
regulaticns were not attended to, as it was of the gravast
smportance they should be; but, under all tho cireiim.

gtences, the case wounld bomet by us moih’s (nrissne
merd, with Aard lulenr,
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