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THB VALLEY OF THE OCALDER. =~ “A West
Riding Magistrate’’ writes {0 the Times:—* Xn ¢he nome
ot all that is sweet and healthy, let me ask you to raisa
your voice and arge our rulers to do somathing to stve us
in the Valley of tha Oslder from & aweeping psstilenae.
Years have olapsed since the River Pollution Commis-
sionexs gave such a report of this viver as might have suf.
ficed to arouse vigorcus action in the most circualosutory
office. That letter, wrilten to the Commissioners by the
treasurer of the Chamber of Agrioulture with its inky
waters, purely appesled ap touchingly as did any epiatle
written with the blood of il inditer. Alss! sir, all in
vain. Nof a single siep has been taken to remedy in the
slightest degree the evils which seriously threaten the
whole community wilh such a visitation as appsals one ¢o
thiok o2 should any choleraic symptoms appear among ua.
1t Mr, Stanefold or any of his colleegues question my
desoription, [ef them for pitp’s sake satand $or 30
seconds on any bridge spanning the Calder, betwesn
Sowerby Bridge, near Halifax (the first largs place
o its banks), and ifs junotion with the Aire at
Castleford, 256 miles below, ‘The famous bridge at
VWakefield, whore, againsi the buattress of one of
its arches, siands tko Chantry Chapel, although unique, I
belisve, In the kingdom, will not tempt tha most rrdent
aptiquarian to lingey, unless proof against asgphy xia,
Within the last waek, I have positively been made almost
pick when driving fash aoross it, At Horbury Bridge, a
1ast inoreasing piace, four miles highsr, whers the Waka.
ficld and Hudder:ficld rond orosses tho river, the Naviga-
tion COanel Company have a weir, down whioh the putrtd
aiream bubbles, and gives off an odour, not perhaps rivals
iing the varied character attributed to tha Cilogne sewaga
by Coleridgo, fox it is too overwhelming to analyss. Acx
Dowsbury, oloze to the Market-place, another bridge sfforda
a ventage- point, where thousands have to oross, and whiaoh,
1n this weather, must fond, more than the high price, to
diminish the consumption of butoher’s meat, At Mirfield
Bridge, eRair, above which the Huddsrafleld conteibution of
filtbinens is received, another weir atira up its horrors, acd
ne, Jox fifteenmiles higherap, it pressnts the same gacthing
tiow of putridity. And now, Sir, I assert (end I challenge
confradiciion) that half of this avil could be remadied by
the mere aof of commom filiration of town sewage, and the
stringent prevention of casting zolids into the river. Wil
Mr, Slapsfeld inform us why this muoh has mot hsen
done i Why can any scavanger at all timer, without
cl;eckhput his abomination into the river, the millownar
bis nsher, the dyer his solid dye wares, the sawer suthori-
ties their unfiliered pollutione ¢ All thia is done unonecked,
and I zepeat that these contribute one.nal? at Isast to ths
horrible result we now experience. I fully beliave that &
high standard of purity, approaching that published by
Dr. Frankland, may aventually be arrived at ; bat though
great difliculties present themaclves to the acoomplishmont
of this end, why not check what everyone condemns
as inexcusable, wiz,, the injection of solid pollutions 7.
That 3¢ is hopeless to look o the lotal authoritias
for » xemedy, if left to themaelves, all past exparience
proves, It a complaint is male to the Goverament
nothing is done beyond the issuing of a report by tho In.
apector sent down from Whitehall to inquire into the
allegations, 1am cerfain those gentlemen will allow that,
whero complaints have been made in this watershod of
negleot of duty by the losal authorities, their inquirier havs
amply substantisted the grounds of complaint, On the
other hand, I have been frequentiy told by members of
Local Boards that no systématio action will ever be pur.
sued for the abatement of nuizances sonnected with the
irade of the district -without “independent snd regular
insjection, Burely, where the public health so urgently
dermands i, we ave entitled %o expect from the suprama
authorily something more then an empty form of in-
quity. No trads woul@ be injured by cheoling these
glaring eviig, and soarcely any ezpense would be ineurrad,
I117‘311:11:, g;lu °DBULG the resulf, systematic inspection is iadis.

ensable.”’
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