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EXPLOSION AT A MIRFIELD COLLIERY,
TOUR LIVIES LOST.

~An explosion of fire-damp, involviug the loss of jouy
lives, took place on Thursday night at Ravensthorye,
Mirfield, between eight and unine o’clock. The place g
a colilery in Dark-lane, belonging to Messys. Charleg
Wheasatley, . Barraclough, aud John Nevin, the Ftter
being the certified mranager, and a son of the vicar of the
parish, The parties carry on business as the Miitici]
Coal Uomvany,and have been so engaged aliout twa
and a hulf yeurs, the greater part of which time has beeq
occupied 11 sinking to the beds of coal under theirestate,
The itmmediate scene of the explosion is a shatt 131t in
diameter, % hich has just becu snnk to what is known as
the Black Ped, a seam of coal about 270 vards from the
surface. In thiz shatit, about 17 yards from the bottom,
it had been decided to drive a tunnel on the west side
and four men, viz., James Dalderstone, single; Geoige
Broomhall alies Rudd, single; Benj. £llis;, married g
fortnight age; and Edward Naylor, maried and ona
chill, were engaged., They descended to work at twe
o'clcek 1 the afternoon, and in the orvdinary course
should have besn relieved by the next relay of men ag
ten o'cleck, They worked on a platform, and henvatn
them. at the depth of several yards, wus a consider:hla
quavtity of water. The ~hait was ventiluted by meuns
of & wooden pipe about Oin. diameter inside, sir Leiny
forced down it by meuans of arevolving fun driven by g
stenm-engine. This pine extended below the platform,
and in the ordinury course should have driven oil the
toul air as fast as it issued from the crevices in the conl:
but it would appear thar a greater quantity than usua|
must have been generated, for it fired at the naked
helits the men wera workivg with, and an explosion of 4
very severe character occurred, 1t shitted the sclid
timber head-gearing about ftwenty inclies, sent the
boarde attached into the air, and alacmed the neinhion.
bouwd, causing a great crowd to collect, In about half
an hour, the fan having driven off most of the afte.
(]a,mp, 4 p‘s!‘fy of explorers, GOII:‘-‘isting of M., Xc\'in,
Mr. Jas. Beevers, and Mr. IIadfieid, the two liter
being minere, descended, but were oblized to retam,
Becvers was in a fainting condition. At ten aucther
unsuccesstul attempt to recover the hodies was made,
and it was not untilt twelve hours afterwards that the
first corpse was brought to the pit bauk. It was tratof
Bulderstone, and was terribly burnt aud bruised.  Aboug
half-past three the body of Broomhall was recovered, »nd
it too was in a shocking condition. Operations wer
continucd for severa] hours with the view of recovery
the corpses of the other two men. Last evening, Mr,
Wardell, inspector ¢f mines, arnived, and descended ae
shaft, along with Mr, Nevin, to make an investigation,
the tesult of which will 10 doubt be luid betare o
coroner's jury. The bodies are lying at tue Craven
Heiter, o publie-house nct iay reom tho cotliery. A out
four o'cloek the body of Iillis was fonnd, and broneht to
the pit bank, and soon atter halr-past six that of Walton
was discovered, and taken to his Iate home. The inGuest
is to take place af half-past two thns afterncon.

You can search for more articles at http://leedsmercury.mirfield-2ndlook.info





