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QLo MirrieLd CuurcH.~—Iu answer 0 “ET,
2., iu CLXX. (sea also XCH., Oct. 2ud, 1%
the old parish church of Miriield was a simpie parail;.
eram, the tower of which is exceeded in heightdy ty
voof of the splendil editice which, standing oo acom.
wavdivg situation, can be seen for miles arodnd. Ny
having the richness or ornament of Ilaiey-bill, Haiiix,
or the Parvish Church, Doncaster, the pew chura i
vet ane of the finest specimens of modern Karly Englia
Gothie, or, as Mr. Beresford Hope calls it, * First Petug
style,” in thekingdom. The accouut of the o of i
old churech is vecy imleresting, and is given m’a;lfm;
M. in Hopkinson’s *¢Collection of Documents,” rn
which we learn that up to the year 1261 AMirfietd m;:,mad;
part of tho parish of Dewsbury. ‘It happened,” e
the old document, * that as the lady of Sir Johu Helg,
the Buroness of Mirfield, was going to mass before dim
on Christwas Day to the Parish Caurch of Dewsbury,y
distance of three miles, that she was waylaid and rodg:
and her principal attendant murdered, at a placs clid
Raffensthorpen layne. On the same day, whiist cte vy
at dinner, at nine o’clock in the morning (that bsg;
then the fashionable hour), two mendicant eceleinie
came to crave her .charity, telling her at t
same time that they were going to Rome, woers bz
husband, Sir John, was then residing. Oa this wtumatia
she sat down and wrote 4 letter to her husband natrate
the horrid scene, and begged of him to x:ake intersstun
the Popes to alter the chapel of Mirfield into a parotyl
church, that the inhabitants might no longer be expo
to the dangers she had encountered ou the Way 1014
Parish Church. This letter she confided to the pnesy
who duly delivered it to the Kunight, whoso suit war &
successful that his MHoliness elevated Mirfield ints 3
rectory, and bestowed the patronage of the church u
Sir John Heton and bis posterity.” The old church wa
pulled down when the present one was eracied. 1w
foundations of the walls are left and railed i, atq ts
tower still remains, possibly to contrast with the glorics
massive modern tower, one of the most beautiful exampi
of Sir Gilbert Scott’s gepius and skill.—d. A, Crarzay
The Knowle, Micfield.
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