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HOPTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

L ]

ORDINATION SERVICE.

The Rev. J, H, Best, B.5¢., was yostarday ordained the
pastor or the Conuregational Church of Hopton, Mirfield.
Tuis is one of the ojdest Congregaticual Cuurches in
Yorkshire, baviog begn established wmore than two
hundred years ago. 1t now consists of 150 members.
while, besides & Sunday school attended by 500 or 600
young people, there are connected with it other auxiliaries
of Christian work, The rev, genticman unamed was
aocepted us pastor by a oburch-mesting held in April,
hoving received from the Rev. Dr. Simon, the Principal
of the Spring Hill College, Birmingham, his tutor, the
Fiev. Dr. Conder, of Leeas, and other prominent members
of the connexion, high recommendation. That tis choice
of pastor in this instunce is regarded with sutisfaction
was abundautly domonstrated yesterday by the gathering
of & congregation which filled the large aud hand-
somo edifice in which the ordination service ~was
hold, wnd Dby the heartiness with which the
Intorestiug  proceedings were  characterised.  The
ftev. Dr. CoxDrr, of Leeds, prosided, apd he was
accompanied on the platiorm by tbe newly appointed
pustor. tho Rev. Dr. Simon (Spring Hill Colleze), the
Rev. Dr. Bruce (Hud4ersfield), the Rev, H, Sturt, chair-
man-plect of tho Yorkshire "~Congregational Union
{Dowsbury) ; the Rev. F. Hell (Heckmoudwike), the
Rov. W. J. Davies (Cleckheaton), and Mr. J. A.
Clapham (Hopton). There weve also present the

Rovs. H. J. DBoyd (Paddock), J. T. Stannard,
Bdaar Todd (Marsden), W. L. Parker (Ravensthorpe),
Et. H. Dugdale (Ludderdfield), R. Crookall (Clock-
caton), M. Moward (Heckmondwike), A. Craven
(Wyke), W, T. Morion (Eorisheaton), A. Loe (Gomer-
sal), and J, P. Perking (Ossott), and the Revs. W.
Gillis (Msothodist New Counexion), the Rev, M.
Howittsou (Wesleyan), the Rev. J. . Scaadrett {Mora-
vinn). and the Rev. Mr. Evans (Baptist), Mirfield ;
NMr., F. Baines, Mr. E. M. Bawmwes, Mr. Taibot Iaines,
Tweds; Mr. J. B. Best. London; Ald. Woodhead,
Hudaersfield ; Mr, J. 8. Briggs, Wakefiold; Mr. James
Walker, Mr. J. E. Walker, Mirfield: and other friends
¥rom Leeds, Iluddersfield, Batloy, Mirfield, Bavensthorps,
Dewsbury, and Birsial. | |

The service was commenced by the singing of ¢ Hail to
tho Lord’s Aunoiuvted,”” after wbich the Rev. H. STORT
offered prayer, and rend suitable portions of Scripture
from the Revised Version of the New Testament,

Ths Rev. Dr. BRUCK, in giving an exposition of Cone
gregativnal principles, said that they believed that the
copgregcational or indepevdeut Folity of church governe-
ment was the original Scriptural form in the days of the
Apostles. English Copngregationalism was the result of
nn earnest desite to restore the Church of Christ (o the
simplioity, punty, and freedom of the first coentury, by
insistine on the necessity of personal faith in Christ and
rogzeneration by the Holy Ghost for membership, giving
to eacu member equal rights and responeibilities in the
olection of church membera and officars, and in the dis-
charge of Christian work. Kpglish Congregationaliym
was Jike the JFuslish race, a mixture; and like the
Bpelish Constitution, a growth—a mixture, ‘but
not ao adulteration; & growth, but mnot an
exoresoencs or a dolormity. It had smsll 'and
feoble Dboginnings, and their fathers placed not
trust in princes, but in principles; not in the sword
of the State, but the sword of the Spirit; not
in  Sovercizns and statesmon, buk in the lJoviag
God and in the faith and love of Godfearing ‘men and
women. Its origin was purely religious, and 'neither a
symptom nor an outlet of political discontent., "“They had
never beoun s0 much political Dissenters as Christian poli-
ticiaus, thoir work, vote, aud mouey being given as o
matter of conscience and duty to'God and mr.n, Congre-
frationalism began in deep religious cvnvictions, and not
iu shallow schemos of expediency ; it was the fullest out-
come oi tho Reformation—Puritanism prurified, and the
Cuvuroh brought dack to the purity and rimplicity of the
Christian model, Every honest revival o)f religion and of
earnest evaugelienl preaching had hwought strength to
Copgregatioualism; and if they Wore 1ot spiritually
ninded, and evangelical, they were/ luss than nothicg,
ana the degenerate children of a piorigaucestry. Having
spoken of the purity of communior, and the necessity o
couversion in order to the church - fellowship
which cbaracterised early Oongregationalism, he
expressed a fear that in the prewvant day the competition
ot the sects had quickened the'ir zeal, but lowered the
tone of their religious ife,  The statstics of year-books
aud the numerical success of pastors und denominations
strongly tempted church officers to throw wide open the
doors of the church to all e.nd sundry. If this were
done, however, tha Church 'would bs reduced toa con-
dition answering to the description once applied to the
Conservativo patty by a- master of sentences, “an
orgauised hypocerisy,’”’ the. hypocrisy beig more apparent
than the organisation. Fie was glad tbat they had such
‘men as Dr. Dale, who drured to hold up the old Scriptural
standard of the necegsity of a man’s full surrender
to Christ. Uutortunataly the difforence between so-called
Christians gnd men of 'the world was often, so far from
boing infinite, 1nfinitesimal, A puver, higher church life
was the first step tovrards national regeneration. Abound-
dpg iniquity in all stations of life could only Do arrested
and exorcised by a:special avd manifest purity in all their
churches. The putronage and control of the world becams
subtle, insinuativg, and intangible; wasa more dangerous
Too to the Churcth than State patrouage and control, The
oxaction of a rpligions tax would areuso resistance; but
let the world puggest a vpattuership, offer patronage, and
even assume comrofﬂand the.Church was.ssldom virtuous
euongh to yefuse :dne wouing that vesulted in such
an unholy alliance, There was too much worship of
woridly suecess nnd oo great o 1eadiness *o seek church
sugcess by worldly means than by trusting to the beauty of
holiness and the power of the Spirit., The amount of
work a church did was a matter of socondary importance
it consisted of pume.minded Christian people. It was
pftor all men more than measures, and if they had a
church consisting of‘men and women pervaded with the
spirit of Chuist, they: would be surs in the main to have a

lity in conformity'with the spirit of Christ, and to do

hristian work in a Christian spirit.

Mr. J. A. CrArmadr; (Church Secretary) having made a
statement as to the rcall made by the Hopton Church to
tkﬁg: Rev. J. H. DBest, and his acccptance of the sacred
vifice, |
~ The newly~appointed PAsTor then delivered an address,
s0 which he gave a recital of the principles of his belief,
and 1o so doing departed from the customary form of
yeplying to interrogations from one of the divines of the
Church., fle prefaced his address by observaiions asto
Lis early life, and a reference to the religious thoughts by
whioch he had been impressed, especially mentioning that
he owed his presemt position, in a great measure, to the
lnestimable privileges of a Christtan home., In accord-
ance with & wish to enter tho Christian ministey, he
ontered upon his studies at the Spring-hill College, Bir
mingham, in 1879, aud remained there until last Christe
mus, under the training of the Reverend Dr. Simon,
to wsom big warmest thanks would be ever due.
In the publio resognition of his call to the Hopton ochurch
ho felt that the longmgs and hopes of some years had
been fulfijled. XHe believed that, not the corrvect
craed, Lut & personal surresnder te the Saviour in
love, was the ono! thing which laid in the heart
a Dbasis for true religion. That act was the starting-
point for the gradual apprehension of Divine
truth, Xa believed wm  one God, infinite and
polf-oxistent—no mere ¥orce or unconsciously workine
Intelligence, but a Person ; aud a3 such possessed of
thoucht, fesling, and volition. (God was set lorth as a
perfectly ethical Belng, and he recognised the Divina
justice, mercy, truth, and love, as different vhases of
that ethical Being, Ia conformity with the historieal
Chuarch ofall ages, ne believed in od as the Triune, and
regarded the trrms Yather, Son, and Holy Ghost as real.
and eternal distinctions within the Godhsnd himself, and
the dootrine of the Trinity 85 po mere mystery,
but bright rather with excess of light. He be-
lheved that the world had its conilinual source in
the DivinefWill, and that under Iis direct control the Jife-
history of ourplanet at last broke forth into glorious
blossom in man, who was created in Grod’s image. THe
believed in the incarnation and atonement, death and
rosurrection of Christ, and that HHe now lives to marke
intercession for s psople. (od had eternally elected all
mon to himeolf, aud he beligved that He draw them by
His Spirit; but that while He began the work of salva-
tion, He novertheless sought through His love to elicit
answering love from thew., This act of co-operation
corresponded with the Seriptural idea of the feith by
which all obtained jusiification through Christ.
With rospect to the Ministry, he believed that
Christ sst apart a special order of mevn, who should
minister in  spiritual things in His Cihurch; but
taat he had not, however, commtted to them priestly
powers over and beyond those possessed by all Christian
mou. .o agreed in the self-government of the Church,
5o lony as it was not opposed to the uther powers that
he: and was a Congregationalist mainly because, alone
nlmost of all other ecelesiastical systems, their Church had
rofjrained from handing down the jormalised beliefs of
one age as of binding force upon succeeding ages. In
sonclnsion, the rev. pentleman held that the life of every
individual and of humanity as a whole was pressing on
to some far-off goal, when judgment should be revegl‘ed,
evil destroyed, the good should trivmph, and twhen God
should be all in all,

The Rev. Dr. Coxper then offered the ordinatiQn
prayer ; and after the hymn, ** We bid thes welcome, 1n
the name of Jesus, our exalted Head,’”” had been suung,

The Rev. Dr. SroN gave the charge to the new pastor,
speaking from the text, ** Wateh for your souls, as they
that must give account,” Hebrows xiui. 17, Having
refexred to the personal respousibility to the Lord Jesus
¢f ull in the winning of souls for Cbrist, Dr.
Simon ‘pointed out that the cure of souls, as
[t was termed, was specially the pastor's vocation.
Baing now a co-worker with Curist, ho wmust continually
warn men to flee from the wrath 1o come. It was a diffi.
calt tasis, because of man’s indifferenco ; delicate because
one’s bost efforts were regarded as intrusion; but import-
aut becaues it affected eternal issues; and noble because
it was & work which the Son of God counted it an honour
to prosecute. The necessity of personal example and
continuous self-denial for the Master, of preaching as a
living man to dying men, of presenting Christ as the

saviour of Jife unte life, of pastoral wisitation,
und, above all, of private prayer, was inculcated.

Tho secvice was then concluded in the usual way. A
public tea was atterwards held, at which abont 500 persons
sat down ; and in the evening the Rov. Dr. Simon, in the
nbaence of the Rev. H. Simon, of Westminster, who was
unablo to attend, preached to a large congrepation. The
doevotional portion of the servico was conducted by the

Rov. . Hall, Heckmondwika,
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