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HOPTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCIH.

Me. C. Milnes Gaskell, the Libera! candidate for tha
Morlsy Division, vesterday periormed the openingr cere«
mony in connection with a bazaar held at the Miriisld
Town Hull, and promoted by the Hopton Congregational
Chuareh, “The nbjent of the bszaar iz to remove, if pos-
sible, o dobt of over £1,200, the totai of balunces owing in
respeet to the new manse building fund, L3122, ths new
weosk-day and Suncay schoels, £130; nnprevements and
alterations in the chapel builying and grounds,
£485; and £29]1 Jloss in the working of the week-day
school sivce January, 1880, when they wore reoponed and
placed under Government inspection. 1'he church has
been in existence two hundred years. Judging from
the unity which prevails among the members of 1fs large
and uiluential congregation, it cannot ba doubfed that
the ain sought will be fully accomplished.” This feel-

ing was evident from the  hoartiness witn
which a remarkably large gathering of members
and friends joined in the opening csremony.

The snite of church buildings nve of a complete desorip-
tion, The chapel was dedicated 1n Ssptember, 1829 ; the
scitools wera built after 1874 at a cost of £2,000 ; and the
new mause was eracted at an ontlay of £1,200 shortly
alter the present winister, the Ileve J, II, Best, 1.5c.,
commenced his pastorate in June, 1353. The goods
oficrad for gale at fthe bazasr are ranged on sialls
skilfulty designed to represent a bazaar in Cairo,
by DMr. Joshua Buckley, of Tho Kunowl, Mirtield.
Iiach atall 1s located in the recess of an nrch of horse-shoo
ghupne, the face of which 1s in vermillion and 's sozmento:d
with smalt indentutions of the same form. 1L adic work
of the Saracenic order is introduced, rnbove and superime
posed upon the frieze are Aloucharibi pavels, and more
Mosaie, According to the Oziental style primary colours
ni'e omployed, aud secondary colours whers thoy can
be adventageously utilised, Along euch side of the room
are four bays, and a central one at the end fiankea by
coves artistically designed. The stalls havo the Ilgypntian
nomenclature, an.{ above each a small desirn emblemising
the titie. The decoration is a!so carried behind the plats
form, on each side of which thers are groups of ferns and
plants, The following is the Ladies’ Bxecurive Comnmittee
and theip stalls :—¢T'ha Sphinx,”’ Mrs. Best, Mrs, George
Sharp; *The Phcenix,” Mrs. Porritt, Ars. Walker
“The Pyromid,” Mys., Broadbent, Mrs. Jas. Thoruton ;
‘“The Cieopatra’s Needle,”” Mra. Currie, Mrs, John
Sharp; ¢ The Nile,”” Mra, Buckiay, Mrs. Whittaker;
- ¥The Lotus,”” Miss E, Tatterslield, Miss Wadiiington ;
“*Lne Isis,”” Miss Topham, Miss G. Walker; and
“Thao Crocodile,” Mrs. Jobhn Barker, Mrs. Crook.
Among the ludies and genflemen present at the opening
coeremony wore Mr. O. M. Gaskell, Lagy Guskeil, Mr.
H. I' Beaumont (Liberal candidate j0r Colne Valley),
Mr, H. R. Beauwont apnd Miss Beaumont, Ald.
Woodhead (Liberal candidate for Sven Valley), Mr.
Marmaduke Ifox (Mirfield), Mr. I*. Daines (Leeds),
the Rev. Dr. Bruea (Huddersfiela), the Rev. 1", Hail
(Heckmondwike), the Rew. Dr. Cameron (Leeds), tho
ltev. W. Matthews, tho Rov. Mr. Sandrich, the Rev.
(. G. Waddington, and the Rev. J. . Best (pastor),
Mr, J. A, Clapham, Mr., R, Swire, Mr. T'albot Baines, Mr,
W. Wilkinson, Mr. C, Crook, Mr. '[. Patterson, Mr. (3.
sSharp, Mr, G. H. Tatterstield, Mr. James Walker, Ar.
Sam). Walker, My, Crowther Wooler, My, (3eo. Tatterse
fiold, Messra. I, Putterson and L. Hols (secretaries), and
Mur. J. I8, Walker (trcasurer).

Before infrodueing Mr. Gaskell, the Rev. J. II. BEsT
mentioned the objects for which tho bazaaris held, and
gnoke of the vizorous way in which the members ot the
chureh, rich aud poor alike, had prepared goods forsale
since the inception of the movement about six months
aro. (irts had also come, hoe saia, from members of other
Christinn denominations in Mirfield and other parts of the
county. Thisivas ¢ jovons circumstance, as iadicating a
spirit of charity and co-operation in prosecuting the work
of Christ. He thought the various Churches might/well
lay aside the old controversies which had agitated them
in the pasi, and join in opposing the forces of infidelity
and sin,  (Applauso,)

My, MILNES GASEELYL, who was very cordially re-
ceived, said—My duty in these days is not an uncommon
one, and my task very siwple. L shall not trouble you
with more than a veiry few remarks beforo 1 declars this
bazuaax open, and invite vou to make it n success, The
Hopton Congregational Church, Iilte most institutions and
churches, and liko most individuals, is in debt; but unlike
many inetitutions and individuals, it does not intend to
remain 8o. A State is supposed to be all the better it sho
have the ballast of a large national debt, and to be more
likely to measure her canaoity for action, mors likely to
content herselt with her just share of power and responsi-
lity. You cannot, however, prodicate this of & church,
whioh musé tind its usefulness imncreased 1n proporfion
to 1ts resources. We are told we are living in stirving
times, and every man’s experionce tenches uas this, .. Arme
chairs, which are believed to be the peculiar appanage of
a certain school of politicians, are likely to go out of
fashion,andthe future, parhaps, muay kzownomean between
standiug up and going to bed. (Leughter.) Increased
activicy is the order ot the cday in the moral as well as the
physical world, Iigher ideals, higher standards, nre set
before men’s eyes, Disagreeable things are no longer
hidden, but deagged ont in public it order that they may
bo grappled with. The Universities aro sending forth men
1nspired-with highaimg, and thedangersof our social life are
being subjected to keon analysie. 26oceasionaliy happens
that ind:viduals are born who are abls to influence
materially the conditions of the life arcund them. Lord
shaftesbury, whose loss we deplore, was one of these, and
the extent of the good he did would be hard to estimats.
(Applause.) Nators, howovar, 18 not prodigal of these
men, and it is {o communities, to churches, to the
influences of religious teaching that we have to look

obiefly for support, Howervor sanzuinag social reformers

may be of suceess, whatever improvements legpislative
changes may infroduce wmong us, philanthropists need
bave no fear that they will shortiy bave no subjects to
exercise their benefits wpon, or that a perfect Utopia
will be reached, from which poverty and suffering
and crime shall be wholly banished. It may be said on
the contrary that evil almost keens pace with good. The
bigher furms of civilisation have their own 3pecial
parasites to torment them, and ministers of religzion and
moralists may feel certain that their taslz resembles

somewhattbatof theantazonist of the favled Hydra, which

when ons head was cut oft produced two more to supply
its place. 1 must, bowever, descend from antiguty to
the present day, and ask your attention for & more
commonplace theme, What the Ivdra of fo-day 18 to bo
subdued by ia the moral agency of ithe various Cnurches
of England; aud for the efficient status of a Church
and its organisation you want money., ‘The old moralists
wero nevel tired of telling us thatmoney was to be despised.
(Laughter.) The Jonmger 1 live the less despicable
it seemy to me. Ouneo read in the Latin Grammar that
riches were dug out of the earth, the provocation of avil.
Woll, I never heard of anybody who found 1t such an
eucumbrancse that they put it back in theo earth; ov at any
rate if they did so, it cerfainly was with the object of
digging it up again. when no one was looking. (Liavghter,)
Among the chief characteristics of the Inglish
people has ever been that of making mouey,
and there ave plenty of recoipts in existence. There
13 the one given by a celebrated Dbanker to
& number of penniless young men who hung upon his
words when he said there is a certain mode of makinz
money. ‘‘Buy land,” was his announcedent; followed
by another, ¢ Treat your incoma as capital, and live on the
interestof 16’ (Luughter,) Irapeated thistoa sriend of mine
theotherdav,whosaid gravely, without percaiving the 1cony
of hisremark, **The only way to make money 18 to put
by so much of your income every year.,’”” Now, there ia
another way of making mouey, and of making & great
deal, which Is of modern origin, nameiy, that of holdine
bazaars, I do not proposs to go into thetr history, bub
they certainly desexrve a great deal of attention, Their
success and their counstitution ought to bafile poirtical
cconomists, for they are contrary to all their laws, In
ordinary dealings it is the demand that causes thesupply ;
here 1f 19 tiie supply that created the vemaand. Depression
i trade has here no effect, You canpot say that a bazaar

embodies the principles ot frea trade, and irom
wy expearience I dow’t koow that I ecan
assert unhesitatingly that 16 is an example of
fair  trade, (Laughter.) A house may be full,

but it always has room for the vroducts of a bazaar.

Pockets may be empty, but their possessorz ean always
“buy at a bazaar.

Ono remark I may make with recard
to pockets. Soma amongsi you, ladies and gentlemen,
may have silver in your pockats, May I venture to remind
you that this is & commodity which is losing its value
every day, end shortly may be worth nothine at all. I
would thersfore sugeest thal you shounld tako this, the
earlicst opportunity, of exchanging it for articles of more
lasting value. (Applause.)

Mr, H, I*, BeavMoNnT moved a vote of thanks to Mr,
Craskell, and spoke of the pleasure and profit he always
derived from listening to that mentleman’s remarks.—~The
motion was seconde:! by Ald., WooprEAD, 2ud supported
by the Rev, G. (. WADDINGTON, as an old member of the
Hopton church.—The resolution having heen unanimously
adopted, Mr, GASEELL returned thanks.—Luncheon was
afterwards sorved it the New Conuexion Schoolrconi.
Abuudant entertainment is also provided in connectiou
with the bazaar (which will remain open till Saturday) iu
the form of concerts, museums, and ventriloguial and
other performaunces.
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