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PROPOSED NEW RAILWAY FROM
HUDDERSFIELD TO LEEDS.

[ S

In Dringing before the present session of Parliamend
a bill for the conpstruction of an alternative line of
reilway from Huddersfeld to Leeds, the London and
North-Western Ruilway Company are keeping pace nob
only with the requirements of the fimes, but continuing®
the enterprising policy which has so long masrked the
cenduct of the company’s business. In recent years we
have secn not only the doubling of the railway fromx
Manchester to Huddersfield, but a rebuilding, or re<
arrangement, of town railway stations, which has showmw
an adequate apprecistion of the neads of the day. Now,
however, the nropssal to make & pew line which shall
give an additional route betwveen Leeds and Huddersfield,
and also place tas ipuncese industriol district known as
Sper Valley in cleser touch with ithe world around,
constifutes an Incident which cannot pass without notices
- On varlous grouads the proposal szems to he thorougthly,
justified. During the last vwenty years the traffe om
the company s resin line bas grown enormously, and:
refleets the extension which has tiken place in the
district throusl whieh it has  paseed. White tnis
ciregmsance woull fotm a basis warranting she.provision
¢i imereased  facilities, zuch  places as  Clieckbeaton,
Heckmonawike, Liversedg. and Gomersal have so far
leen practicaliy %% Ly tiis company bervond cone
sileration. That  thkey can be 1o lopger
ignored wili be aprarcat to all who have foliowed thel
endeavours mads by those towas to secure municipal
incorporation.  Wisatever might be thought of the claims
to that distinciiorn, the statistics of the bulk of trade
dore, and the churucler of the m0ds procduced in thoser
towns, show =f leust :iaf thev must already be, apars
rom what they may in the future become, importan
fceders oI any rtalwav system which sels itselfrio .serve
g0 important o district.  Very naturally the Sper Vulley
people have had a gricvence against the railway coms-
panies onm acccunb of the coldness and ipattention of
which they hive Leen the subjects, To reach Leeds,
they bave Dbeen compelled to make somewhat tedious
journeys by wary of Low Mocr, of inhospitable aspect; or
through Dewsbury, necessitatiny in the latter case &
change to unctler slation some distance apart; whereas
in the event of the naw line beirg wade, direct spproack
from Spen Valley 4o either Leeds or Buddersfield wonld
be possible, and these ¢wo towns would in that case
stand in ar equally good relaticnship to Bradford witi
respect Yo sociai aizd busicess intercourse with Clecka
heaton, Liversedge, and Reckmondwike, Taking those
three places as of oo less importance toan Dewsbury in
point of populitiun urd commerce, we find that in theim
communicatior with Leeds they stand at a large Cise
advantage as compared with Dewsbury., Upon the
main lipe running betwern Leeds and. Dewsbury—the
London and XNortb-Western—no legs than 51 treins are
doily available between ILxeds and Dewsbury; whilg
only 20 are avsilable vie Low  Moor on the
Lancashire and Yorkshire Roilway Detween Leeds
and the &pen  Vailey  stations, This mani~
festly imposes 3z herdshin, which & new ralway
would do much to minimise, and i$ is thereiore in 1o Way
surprising taat the project is viewed with much favour
in the range c¢i countrr through which the new line
is expected to pass, since it is one that cavoet 1ail to
minister to its vamous requirements.

The new railwar, it ix proposed, shall have its come<
mencement on the moaip line between DBradley and
Mirfield, at & point known as Heaton Lodge, and juim
tlie main line again near Leeds, at Wortley, having 1
the meantime passed through Mirfield, Heckmondwike,
Liversedge, Spen and Cliwckheaton, Great Gomersol,
Birstall, and Gildersome. The new railway will be 15%
miles in length, znd zlthoush numerous cuttings and
embankments will bare tv he made, the total tunneihing:
will only measure 13 mies. The most costly portioms
of the lne will be that i Heckmondwike, wbere a
guantity of property will have to be acquired. So 1an
as can be gathered, the promoters would appear to
prefer to emcounter the outlyy the new railway wilk
involve rather tban procecd witk the doubling of ibe
existing line from Fuddersield to Leeds, which, apart
from the engineering difficulties at Morley, would forme
a2 very expensive piece of work. It seems also probable
tbat the present line may be reserved prefty largeiy
for the express traffic, since it is 1% miles shorter than
the proposed alternative line, and that the latter may
be employed for the conveyznee of nearly all goods
beyond Almrfield for Leeds and the north, as well as Ior
the new locol eoods and passenger traffic. The proe
" moters give no indication oun their plans as to the iocae
tion of the stations on the new ralway, bot it xay
be expecied <hat the needs of the community
in his  7Tespect wil  De closely studred.
As stated, the new railway will have its commencemensg
from the main line, near Eeaton Lodge. At Mirfield a
viadnet of 150 yards in lepgth will eross the canmal. and
116 yards farther there will he azother visduct of 1U8
vards, which will just clear Bank Mil. The line wilk
pa3g through New Scarborougl, the principal street of
which and Doctor-lane will Le spapned by a viaduet 143
yards long. Aiter passing the Grawmmar School, the lne
will curve to tho leit, over Dark-lane, and near to Jills
lane, beyonrd Nerthorpe. Skirting the eastern side of the
reservoir, near the Purk Coliery Sidings, ihe lne is to
pass Parx Farm (Liversedge). A wviaduet 260 yards
in length will comimence near the Heckmondwixe
boundary, and terminate at the other side orf the Lan-
cashire and Yorkshire Company’s line to Ravensthorpes
A ltile past the Dewsbury-read wili be a tunmel 9
3a.rda long. Cemelery-road, Dattye-street, Brightou-~
street, and Mount-pleasant will be passe:l. The Livers
sedze boundary will be entered in the vicinity of Leeds<
rcad, and the tine will pass neer Listinz-lase, and from
Liftletown to ‘walsh Mouses, Spen-iaas i3 nexd
reached;  then  the  lotiom i waud - hutly
and then Moor - luzze, About idY yardsy
beyond Owlet Hdall the line will cnier a tunamel GG
vards. in length, aod will puss on to Greut Gomeraal,
through the Uomersul Hall grounds, cross the bovtux
of Queva-strect, and over Bradiord-road, mid7ay between
Birkenshaw Bottouws-lone and Nuiter-lune, At Birstall
the line.will pass throvugh Oakwell Wood and aervss by
- way of Welduvead-iape, Geldard-road, and RKaikes-lane,
on to Howdeu Clough. At a distance of 220 yards
beyond the Birstall boundary a tunnel of one mile aand
forty-cight -vards wil comnience, and will terminate a
little beyond. the road 1o conrse of comstruciion, passing
between the towaships of Gildersome and Morley. Thie
fall from the' Birstall bounldery will be one in seventy
the whole of the remaining wuay, except when closg
to Wortley stalion, 7The tunvel will pass under the
Bradiord and Wakeficid road, south-east of Gildersome-
street, and then fvrward a lstle ro the left- of Gidersome
Foundry, in StopePit-lane, and under the Great Northern
Railway at the Legter peint., The line will then proe
cecd, curved in and oot, almosi parallel to Geldard-
road, but at a distanee varying {rom 208 to 300 yards
irom it. It wiil tken csoss over the London and
North-Western Compaay's line irom Leeds to Dewsbury,
a little over threc-guarterg of a twmile distant from Wortley
station, and will joim thai luie and terp:inate 820
yards south-west oi that swation.
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