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A MIRFIELD COLLIERY AGENT REGBBED
OF £700.
ESCAPE OF THE THIEVES,

Yesterday morning z daring avd carefully planned
robbery was reportad at the head-quarters of the West
Riding Police fer the Dewsbury Division, at Dewsbury, as
having taken place pear the Mirfeld Railvway Station. It
aprears that Mr, James Womack, the representative of
the Charleston Colliery Company, and residing 12 Knowle-
road, Mirfield, arrived at Mirdeld at six o’clock frem
Bradford with a bag in his possessien contziming about
2700, whick he had collected the same dav, and consisting
of £400 iz gold aud zbout £300 1n cheques and draits. A
porter accompanied him fo the bottom of the station steps,
whers he was me: by a cabman nawmed Richard Lister,
“who asked him If he was going to ride or walk home. He
made no answer, but Lister tock bold of his arm, and
berore they had gof many rards he szid he wouid 1ide
home. Lister’s son immemately broucht a cab alongside
the causewav, and as Mr. Womack was tasivg
his ssat a tall, well-dressed mran suddenly appeazed
uf the cab donr, and vold the occupant that a2
guard from Charleston wished to see bim partwculariy at
the stafion. Richard Lister, who kuew klr. Womack was
in the haoil of returning nome with {2rgs sums 61 Monevw,
told the stranger tha: Xdr. Womack did not wish to asee
anybody unttl he had been home.  The strangsr mads 1t
appear to Lister that he was a frienc of Mr. Womack's,
and entered the cab before 1t had goti cut of the raiiway
arch. Beforeiberugs were removed from Lhe hozrse in otder
to make a start, the man who entered the cab passed the
bag belonging to Alr, Womack 1o two confederates, who
mads off up Station~lane, and have not since been heard
of. VYorkpeople were leaving the roill at the time, and
the thueves had a better chance of making their escape,
Mr., Womack missed e bag immediateiy, and shouied,
‘“ My bag i3 cff.’”? The cab-driver jumped down
frem bis seat and saw the man who eantered
the cab with Mr. ‘Womack ruummng up ths
lane. laster and others gave chase, but were
vnable to capture anv of the men. Information was soon
afterwards given t0 the poiice, but up to late jast mght
no ciue to lead to the appreqicusion of the thieves bad
been oblained. At eleven o'closk the same night 3,
Womack’s bag was discovered near the garden gate of
Mr. Parkin, aud adjomning Caxten Buldings.  Mr.
Parkin'sson, who was talkzng to two of his comhanions at
the time, staled that ke picked up ihe bag, and on
examwining 1t found the mame **J. Womack ' 1m:ide.
The three wouths at once ftook the bag to the police-
station, and it was found to be gquile ewpty. Aihe place
where the bag was Iound was in Queen-sireet, which 1s
not a public thoroughfare, and where toe thiaves would
be able to cmpty the bsg without being seex by anybody.
The three imen who took port in the robbery can be
identitied by several persoms whosaw them at the station.
They arrived at Mirfield wathout tickets, trom Waketicld,
early in the afiernoom, aud old the coilector they were
poing te Bradford. ‘lheir fares were demarded, and they
pald tha collector and then proceeded to Bradford. The
ticket-collector describes the men as being very much like
card-sharpers, and says they were all well dressed. ‘Lhe
same men were seen to alight from the same iruin that
Mr., Womack came by irom Bradiord on Thursday migat,
and a porter saw the thieves follow Xr. Woumack 1rto the
unnal at the station. Thet would bave achieved iheir
object here but for the interference of the porter, who had
been watching them, and the same official saw Mr.
Womack salely to the steps leading ulu S:ation-road.
Qur correspondent saw Mr. Womack isat pight, and was
wformed that at Bradiord statzou thé thieves were
prohibited by one ¢f the railway wmspectors from entering
the same copartment as Mr. Womack.
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