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THE DEWSBURY COLLIERY
ACCIDENT.

SIX LIVES LOST.

As briefly reported in yesterday’s “Mercyry,” au
accident of a lamentadle charecter occurred late o
Thursday night at the Ravens Lodge, or, as it 18 Letter
imown, the Ravem Whserie Colliery, Hmdc;sﬁe&d-md,
Dewsbury. 'Fhe pit, which bas been continnously worked
for nearly thirty years, is the property of Messra. J. and
G. Haigh. It bas three ahafts, viz, the drawing ahaft,
by which the cos! is Arawn up; the pumping =baft and
the “up cast,” by which the foul a&ir 1n the’ workanga
is expelled. The first seam of coal was struck .when
the shafts had reached the depth of 74 yards—a ‘sedm
known us the Cromwell bed. This having .beon. worked
ouk, a seam of lime coal was found at a depth of 100
yards, but that was pot worked. Ten yards below this
was & seam of “blocting bed” coal, and this has also
been worked. About tweive mondbs ggo the shafls
were sunk to s depth of 281 yards, where “black bed”
coal was discoversd. Whilst this w28 being worked ¥
was determined to go still deeper. At s depth of 321
yards the sinkers came to a second seam of “blaak-be&‘
coal, but this has not been werked. Botweer the
criginal workings o4 110 yards deep end the first “llack
bed” at 281 yurds there is a distance of 171 yarda.
The “black-bed” workings were regarded as exceptionally
irev from water, and only a fortnight «go the pumps,
which had not been used for mearly two mont.h.s,' were
removed. Messrs. Haigh, however, fgok ~precautions
to prevent an inrush of water intc the ghafts from the
old workings. They went to the expenge of “tubbing”
oT placing semi-circulur iron sheets around - the
shafts, ccmmencing 41 ysrds from the surface, sand
continuing down to 111 yards. They had tbus,
03 they thought, mede it impossible for waler
eccumelating in the old workinga to find ite way into
the unewer worlkings. Twenty-five yards of tabbing
remained to Le put in on Thursdsy, and: four men were
oun thbat day engaged in putiing in wedges to tighten
some of the iron sheats already ﬁ.xed Theso men say
that they noticed nothing un'usual whilst at work in ths
shaft, On Thursday night five lsbourers, with their
foreman, Richarg Swellow and the man .who, looked
after the fire at the bottom of the “upeast,” descended
inio the mipe. On reaching the bottom the labourers,
or, as they are termed, bye-workers, went about five
huzmred yards into the workings for the purpose of
prepariny the roads for the ooliiers mext morning.
Swallow and the furnaceman, whose ngme - is: William
Lund, stayed menr the bottein of the “up-cest.” The
latter lit his fire, but conld not get it to burn properly
owing to & down-draught. Looking up the shaft, tbey
discovered a greater tricklipg ‘of water dowm it than
was usually the case. This appeared to acocunt for the
down-draught. They perceived also that the stmosphere
was very chilly, and these circumstances caused the twe
men to be somewhat alsrmed. Lund suggested that
they had better proceed as fast as they could fo tae
drawing-shaft, situated some twenty yards off, and Te
taken to the surface. Two of the bye-workmen who
bad gone into the mine were sons of Swallow, and on
this proposal being made to him he naturslly thought
of the safety of his lads. He replied that ke ranst
first endeavour to warn the bye-workmen, and . away
he went into the workings in searck of them. Luad
hastened to the bottom of the dmmng-e.haft and
jumping intc the cage was drawn to the bank. Handly
had he orrived at the top when he heard a rumlling
notse and subsequently a erash, the sound apparent«ly
coming from the wupcast shaft. He soon ascertained
the cause. Water ‘wos rushing into the “black-bed”
wotkings in great volume, and making the roaring
voise. It was evident that a great qusntity of water bad
gccumulated in the 0ld works and burst through the tub-
bings. The water rose in the shafts wibth ameazging quickness.
Yesterday morniny it was po less than fifly yards
deep, and bhefore evening there was & depth of at least
ainety ards. Swallow and the five bre-workmen
were, 0f course, drowned. Thast is the fate which
eversibody believes tbey have suffered. Havirg na
pumps at work, the firm had no means of coping with
the flood save by lowering large wooden tznks down
the upcast and drawing shafts, “aud lifting them again
to the surface full of water. The workirgs, however,
are connected with a disused pit kEnown as ths Ravens-
thorpe Colliery. The pumping apparains here has been
kept 1n good order, and is now Dbeing unsed for the
purpose of clearing the flocoded pit, and it is estimated
that between eight and ten thousand gullons of water
per minute are being drawn up. This, however, bas
but bttle eflect, for water can .still be Leard mshm"
into the mine. A gaog of men worked all ymtm'day
at fixing another pump in the pumpingy gshaft. It is
e.\pectLd that this will be partly available to-dsy, and
g few days hence in full working order.

The tubbi ng in the up-cast shaft is beleved to have
given way, not et the old workings, but near the lime
coa.l, 105 yards from the top of the shaft, and 180
vards from {he black bed seam. Thke exact pomt, how-
ever, canhot be definitely ascertained until the watér
Las been pumped cut. Wbhen this will have been accom-

plshed it is difficult to conjecture, but 8 montk or two,
at any rate, must elapse before the bodies of the
unfortunate vmt:mﬁ can be recovered. After the acci-
dent, the gas which arose from the drawing shaft
rendered it unposmole for some time for any one to descend

80 the surfece of the water. Towards midnight,
howev:r, three men doscended, but they could see nothing
but the wrater risine. \mn t{ter she eatastrophe, 8

erowd collected on the pit-bank, and the news apidly
spread into the +tcwn. The Chiet Coustable  (Mr.
Weatherald), with a numher of his men, Was 206D UpoOL
tho scere. Mrs. Swallow was not informed eof her
torrrhle loss until yesterday mornimg. 8She was then
progirated Dy grief, Aluch sympathy is felt in the
d:sirict for her and the relatives of the ather men. -

The following are the names of the six who cre
believed to have been drowmed:—

Richard Swaliow, aged 4S, Prospect-vard, Staincliffe-
mod, Dewsbury. He leaves a widow and seven young
chilaran,

Jaunes Swallow (23) and John Swallow (17), sons of
ths alove.

John Swallow (168), Peel-street, Heckmondwilke.

Joseph Beaumont (26), Stainelifily aoad, Dewsbun'y
Monr, single man. |

John W, Hirst (19), Stainclfle-raqd, Dewshury Moor.

Had the acaident happened during the doy-time 'the

loss of life would no doubt have been very much greater,
Jor 125 colliers have been employed oa;tlv in the work-

ings. . Yesterday Mr. Wardell, Her \Iajes{:v’s Inspector
of \{mas, visited the scene.

William Lund, who lives in Farnloy-street, of Hud-
dersfield-roed, Dpwshm states that be went down the
mine about nine o'clock on Thursdaey night along with
the others, He had charze of the fire-pen. Richard
Swallow remmned with hxm whle the others want off
1o their work. At ten oclock he Nt ks fire. © Ten
minutes afterwards he de teebed a foul gmell, and eelling
to Swallow, asked bhim if he would go to the drawing
shaft and be tsken to the surface with him. Qwallw
said. “Put your fire out, and I will go and look after my
Jads.” He then went off to the drawine sgheft, and was
taken ap, Swaliow going info the mirne.
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