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RAILWAY ACCIDENTS NEAR
MIRFIELD,

]

DRIVER AND FIREMAN KILLED.

* Ap wao briefly reported in our issue of vesterdar,
acoidents, which caused the loss of two lives and
great damage to rolling stock, ocourred at a late hour
on Thursday nizht on the London and North-Western
Railvray about a quarter of a mile from Mirfield
stati>n. &t that point the lancashire and Yorkshire
and Tomgdon and \e"m-Wcsmrn lines run side by side,
03 S ¢ line, vwhich is used for shunting.
N v tmaln, stating from Manechestir for Leeds at

L., T T T the lovy line about twcnw-hve
s 0 awelve, 1 order Yo allow a fast 5oo-ur rain
mo Lnenimid te deeids to pass. The sig: “.,,:,,:. Sig-
st e Liverpodl iradn, and it 1s though:, Frus: what
alir ,Hs X ;~:u1'1'e(i. that the driver of ti¢ traln i
the 0op i todk th.lb as & bwna.l for hux @ ieveed,
He d‘d 80. "‘hb I li'* of ’*;)._u'{- Were Lo st fop
his 4raiz to pass on to t‘le main line, and the ¢ngme
consequently dashed mmto the buﬁ'k.r-ato}; ws ihe end
of the siding. Smashing it to matehweod, the engme
fell over an embunkment into the iield below, a
distance of 27 feei, taking with it a number of the
trucks, «ud part of the parapet of a bridge which spans
a road running under the raiiway at this point. Only
about half a dozen trucks were left on the metals, and
these rebounding, left the rails, and went on to the
dove mxn line, blocking it completely, The guard
of the train, kd. ledmfr Hyde-road, Manchester,
seeing that something was wrong, jumped off the
train before the crash cume, and ran back to stop tha
fast Liverpool train, which he heard approaciung,
Waving ‘b3 red lamp, he managed to indicate to the
drivers of the two engines drawing it that tliere was
danger ahead. He ulso shouted to them to jump off,
and they, having done their. best to pull up, did so. 1t
was well that they did, for the foremost ¢nygine dashed
into the trucks which had rebounded on to the line.
This did not stop it; it broke loose from the train,
snd after going some thirty yards farther, te:u-ing up
the line 25 it went, fell on its side on the edge of the
embankment., ‘T he second engine * buckled,” and some
>t the trucks bebind it were throa:n on to the up line.
One of the men, jumpine from his engine, went over
e cmbankment, through the hedge at tho bottom,
-nd mto the ficld below. IFortunately, he was not
~yuch hurt, ’ .

Tlus was the state of things when another fast goods
trmn, leaving Leeds ot 10.45, came in view., For-
tunately. the driver perceived the danger in time, and
shut off steam. This, no doubi, prevented another
terrible smash. Twhen the engine of this Leeds train
reached the trucks on the lme its speed had been con-
siderably reduced, and it was little the worse for the
inevitable oollwion,: but some of the wagzons Dlebind
it were thrown off the rails.

In the meuntime the men in charge of the Liverpool
train bad gone down the embonkment to see if they
could find the driver und sioker of the Manchester
trein. Yhey foaud the fallen vngine broken in two, and
ou the top of i1t, pued as lugh as a cottage house, were
seme twelve tracks. The rescue party scon found the
driver, Willium Glover, Longsight, Mauohester, and
although he was very seriously iujured, he could speak,
He told his mates that wheu he saw the sigial, which
he thought was for him 1o proceed, he and his stoker
were engaged in putting a new glass into the steum
gauge, and that they did not perceive their danger till
oo late, The last words that the poor fellow uttered
before he died were, ** llow’s my mate?” ‘Lhe break-
down gang, which armved soon afterwards, had to work
t:1]1 about eleven o'clock vesterday before they found
the stoker, who was terribly muangled. Part of his
head was cui off, and an arm was missing., Xiis remains
were removed to the Black DBull Hotel

Many of the itrucks are in u wrecked condition, and
the cngive, lyving one haif in the field and the other
Lal at the bottom of the embaunkment, will nueed con-
siderable repair, if, 1ndeed, it is cunsideted worthy of
what will almost wnount o recoustruction, ’Lhe break-
down gang had many hours of hard work before they
succeeded 1n clearing the lines, and making them g
for a resumption of the traflic.

The deceased driver Glover, wio wag only 28 vears of
age, was a stoker up to the begmning of this year, and

bad not travellad much between Leeds and Manchester,
The stoker bad not been ideuutied up to last evening,
but it is believed that his nume 15 White, and that e
lived at Longsight.
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