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THE PIT ACCIDENT AT THORNEILIL.

Mr. Martiand held an inquiry on Saturday ab tha
Plough Inn, Mirfield, on the hody of Willlam Parkin-
son, pil-sinker. and employed by the Mirfeid Coual
Company, whe was killed on the previous Wednesday,
whilst engaged 2% 2 new pit near the Ravensthorpe
and Thornhill stabion. The evidence of Roberd
Vaughar, foreman pitsinker, was that on the day im
question he was alt the boilom of the new shait, when
hs gave the signal for a temporary pump, which hune
by four chains from winces at the top of the shaft,:
to be lowered. Immgediately afterwards there was a.z;: r
unusual noise in the shaft, and he soon discovered thas
au accident had occurred. He climbed to the top of:
the pump, and found the deceased jammed bstiween
the purap and the shaft with his head downwards. He
knew sthat a3 it was being lowered the deceased was
at the top of the pump. Parkincon was guite dead,
and 1t took several hours to geb the body fo the
surface. One of the chains had snapped, and ihe
broken pieces fell into ibe sump at the boftom of the
shafé. Mr. John Yevin, colliery manager and engineer,
proved that the chains were tested bhv the Boasrd of
Trade before being uscd and were carefully examined
by the engineman Dbefore they were put down the
shaft, and that they were nod bearing one-fifth of the
}‘i-'&lg?h"{; for which thev were tested. A verdics of
" Accidental death ” and withoud sttachinz blame to
anybody, was returned.
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