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THE TREATMENT OF CANCER,

PRESCRTPTIONS FROM A AYPNOTISED
WOMAN,

EXTRAORDINARY CASE FROM
MIRFIELD.

- Xir. P. P. Mzitland opened an inguiry at the Mir-
field Memorial Hospital on the body of Annie Taylor,
aged 27, the wife of Walter Taylor, the Iandlord of the

Tolunteer Hotel, who died from cancer. 14 appeared
that she had been treated by an ungnalified practitioner
named Benjam'n Balme, of Ravensthorpe, who de-
ecribed himself ss a rmedical berbalist. Mr. Balme wa
sent for by the Coromer, and elected to give avidence.
He stated that Mrs. Tavlor consulted him and his wife.
Neither he nor his wife examined her, but ¥Mrs. Balme,
when in a Aypnotic sleep, diagnosed what the patient
was sufferine from, and wrote out a prescription. Thi
was made up and given 1o the patient. Mrs. Bzalme,
while asleep, gaid Mrs, Taylor was suffering from a
nsancerous tumour, 2nd that it was possible to “scale ™
it eway. They gave her medicine and also an ocintment
to 1rub the breast waere the cancer was located. Aits.
Taylor visited the house weekly, and Mrs. Balme was
hypnotised. @ While urder the influence she siated
whother it was necessary or nob to vary the treatment,
and in this respect her insiructions were carried out.
Witness had recommended her to get further advice as
it was & very bad case. |

The Coroner: Without seeing this bresst, you pre-
stmed to treat it? It was the height of presumption.

Witness: I honestly bolieve in what I did.

The Coroner: It was gross impertipence.

It wwas decided to adjourn the Inguest In order {hat
tke prescripiions might be preduced. Y.ater in the
afterncon Mr. Balme handed in the preseriptions, as
written by his wiie, which consisted of preparations from
hervs.

The Coroner remarked that it seemed a moast exira-
ordinary thing that =af this time in the history of the
world such dark ignorance should exist. He could
hardly beliove it. 1f was gross presumption and idictic
nonsense , for & man, without seeing a cancer In a
wornan’s breast, or examimng it in-any way except
through ithe medium of a person hypnotised, to treat it.

Dr. 3Dine and Dr. Sproulle, whoe had conducted 2
post-mortem examination on the body that morning,
gave evidence to show that death was due to cancer
in the breast and secondaxry deposits 1m other organs of
the body.—Dr., Milne, in answer to {the Coroner, said
in his opiniom, if the woman had been surgicelly trented
in the earlier stages, she would have been hving now,
amd have had & good chance of a perfect cure. The
reaiment she had undergone was simply a ncgative
ore, so far as he knew of the dregs employed; but he
added, sarcastically, he was not a herbalist.

Tho Cororer, in summing up, said i he had been
{cld before that morming that there was any one in
Yorkshire who wounld have believed 1t possible for a
dangercus disease like cancer to be cured through the
agency of & person hyprnoctised, and that person being
totally ignorant cf the trcalment of cancer, he would
have absoluteiy dented it with scorn. Theyv had te
decide whether the death of the woman was acceleraied
oy the trentment which she had received, or whebther
e had persuaded her from going elsewhere for treat-
ment. If s0, ¥ amounted to manslaughter.

After censuliing about half an hour, the jury re-
turned 2 verdict that deccased dicd from cancer, and
they wera of the opinion that no blame atmched to
any one.
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