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HUDDERSKIELD CORPORATION
~ BILL

THE TRAMWAY SCHEME PASSED.

(FROM OCR LUNDON REPORTEES.)

The Select Commitiee of the House of Commons,
presided over by Mr. Jeffreys, and of which the ether
members were Sir Wm. Wedderburn and Mr. Vaughan-
Davies, yesterday reconsicered the tramway poriion
of this bill, in respect of which thz bill had been
recommitted to them. Jt will be remembered that
his portion of the bill for tramway extensions to Holm-
firth, Holmbridge, New Mill, Mirfiald, Eirkburton, Mars-
jen, and Brighouse was rejected by the Commitice on the
ground principally that the subject of municipal trading
was about to be considered by a Joint Committes of both
Houses of Parliament, end also because they thought
that the proposal of the Huddersheld Corporation to
construct tramways through cuiside <istnicts, which,
although conseniing, were not contributing to the cost
of the scheme, would iniringe some of the rules of
Parliament. .

At the outset tbe Chalrman intimaied that the Com-
mittee had on the previous occasion felt constrained to
reject the scheme for outside tramways on Starding
Order grounds, zod alse on account of the inquiry into
municipal trading. The House of Commons had, how-
ever, relieved the Commitiee of this didiculiy by authoris-
ing the Commtiee to reconsider the hiil in respeci of
the tramways lying outside the borough.

Mzr. Balfoyr Brown, 3.C., in opening, said the opposi-
tion of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company
to thess outside tramways had now been withdrawn.
He admitted that it was the duty of the Corporaiion
to show that a good case exisied for the proposed
extensions, and that they proposed io do by evidence.
Even since the Committes had last sat fresh precedents
had been created. The Committee had then wanted to
be assured that th:s scheme was nobt a new departure.
But under. almost preecisely simiar circumsiances the
Halifax Corporatior had last week secured leave to
construct as many itramways ouiside 1is own area.
Bradford also, before another Commiiiee, kad secured
powers to construct similar tramways. Obnly a day or
so ago, In the case of Glasgow and distriet it was
stated that zlthough their tramwayvs’ system was 121
miles in length, they were constructing 3% miles out-
side their own area. so that, if a case coutd hie made
out, Parliament was clearly not averse ito granting the
necessary powers. The case Buddersfield made was
this: If the borough were not in the centire oi the
wheale distriet, it was possible that some great traciion
company might come in and suppiy the wants of these
outside areszs, bul under present circumstances, wiith
Huddersfield possessing the key to the situwation and all
the best paying part in the cemntre, it was impossible
for any company to supply the tramways for the outer
districts except the Corporatien. 'The Corporation did
not want to do that at a loss, and be thought ihat the
Committee would be convinced that these tramways
could be consiructed and worked at a considerable profit.
Cwing to the introduction of electric traction, a great
wany difficulties in regard te tramways had been
removed. Electricity provided a constant road without
increasing the expense. In Glasgow 120 miilion people
were carried in one year on the tramways, or the
whole population of that place 171 times in each year.
Halifax. which had orly operated iis own tframways
for twoc years, and had only 100,000 population,
carrted seven million people last wvear. The
desire of every municipality was to spread the popu-
lation from dense and congested districts into less
populated ones, and the only way to do that was to
provide facilities by making tramways for people to
get to and from their work. Sir Henry Fowler, in an
address he had lately delivered, had contended that
anvthing that would tend {o relieve congestion was a
fair munteipal undertaking. By the construction of
these tramways, no loss would be incurred hy Hud-
dersfieid, and a greai Doon would be conferred oa ihe
ouiside disiriets. 'The opporition offered by the Lanca-
shire and Yorkshire Rallwsy might have weighed wita
the Committee on the previous occasion, Dbut the ar-
rangement now come to with that company was a far
one. If the outside districts had made these tramways
for themselves, and a loss had been incurred. the rail-
way company would only have had teo contribute lo
that loss on the general district rate, to which they
were liable, only to the exient of cne quarter of their
agwessable value, and it had now been agreed io limit
the contribution of the railway company in case of a
loss beéing 1ncurred by Huddersfield o0 an amount
simijar to what they would have been liable for if the
loss had been incurred by the outside districts. The
usual clause would be inserted in the bill erabling the
outside authorities to acquire the tramways at the end
of the Corporation’s term. The C(orporation during
the term of their lease, of course, would retain any
profit made. -

Alderman Sugden, member of the West Riding
County Council, snuid he was in the chair when the
County Council passed a resolution in favour of these
trams, and he was azked {0 give evidence as representing
the Counecil in favour of the extensions, which would
be to the advartage of the districts to be zerved. The
districts were willilng io contribute their share by
widening the roads. They were anxious to have these
tramways, as they would serve a, population which the
railways, owing to the conformation of the couniry,
could not adequately serve.

Mr. Bruce, of the AMarsden District Council, and a

rnanufacturer in that distriet, said thai his Counocil had
asked the Corporation 1o make a tramway 1o serve the
constantly increasing population of Afarsden, and he
considered the scheme would be of great adwvaniuge
to his district,
- Mr. E. B, Wilson. solicitor, of Mirfield, and chair-
man of the Mairfield Urban District Council, said there
had been considerable discussion as vo the desirability
of having these tramways, and the feeling of thie neigh-
bourkood was very strongly in favour of them. Mir-
field couid not construct a tramway for iiself becsuse it
would entail the borrowing of a considerable smm ot
money, and Alirfleld had alreadv borrowed so much
for sewage and other purposes that they would pro-
bably be exceeding their borrowing powers if they made
a2 tramway. Unless the Mirfield tramway were con-
nected with some ceniral system it would not be of
much use. By being connected with {he central svstem
of T uddersfield they wonld be enabled to make ure of
all the lines meeting in Huddersfield, which would be
a very great advaniage. They would get their tram-
ways for 21 years, and then they would have ihe nghi
to acguire them ab their structural cost.

Alr. W. Butterworth, of Holmfirth, also gave evidence
in suppork of the proposed extensions. He had heen
chairman of & committec appointed by several districis
to negotiate for railway exiensions and improvements,
and weas asked to give evidence in this case. At the
present time, as the railway did not come down to
the bottom of the valley, his distriet was lacking in
facilities for travel. The railway came as far as Holm-
firth, but thers were two miles to Holmbridge without
any accommodation whatever. Boys had to walk to
Huddersfield to gei the advantage of secondary educa-
tion, and the tramway would accommodate them.
There was also a rifle range in the neighbourhood which
was much used, and which would be served by the tram-
way.

The Cormmitiee intamated that ther had heard euffi-
citent evidence, and passed the preamble of the bill in
respect to the oulside tramways portion.

The elauses having becn ccnsidered, the bill was
ordered to be reporied to the House of Commona with
the tramway extension clauses re-imnserted.

The faot that the Parliamentary Commitiee had
agreed to the whole of the Tramways Bill was com-
municated o Huddersfeld through private sources
vesterday afternoon. The commumniities as 2 whole will
ot be ungreteful ¢o Sir James Woodhouse, the Member
ior Huddersfield, and Mr. ¥. . Llovd, the Town
Clerk, the former of whom was mainiy instrumental in
the recommittal of the bill to Committee, and ihe
lajter of whom, by his ability and energies, secured a
comparatively smooth course for the bill through iis
Parliamentary stages so far iravemsed. One of the firss
outer extensions to be taken in hand will probably prove
{o be to Slaithwatte and Marsden. Already trams run
on the new line to the Slaithwaite side of Linthwaitie,
and it is stated that they bhave received an amount of
patronage In excess of expectations. Ten wyears hence
the Huddersfield tramwaya system will he one of the
mnost important in the rovinces.
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